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T HE heads prefixed to this Collection 


| are ſufficient to recommend it to the 
pus when it is known that many of the 

eſt Bon mots in the following pages, are from 
the ſources of their lively imaginations. A 
Garrick, a Foote, a Wilkes, and a Shuter, 
are ſuch. reſpectable names in the repub- 
lic of wit and humour, that whatever is 
ſtamped with their image, is ſure to paſs as 


ſterling in the intercourſe of the greateſt 
geniuſes of the age. 


The editor of this production does not, 
however, pretend to aver, that all the jeſts 
and repartees in the ſubjoined ſheets, are the 
genuine offspring of theſe gentlemen. Face- 
tious as they are, it would have been impoſ- 
ſible to have framed an entire new collection 
of ſuch ætherial matter: it was therefore 
neceſſary to have recourſe to the beſt pro- 
ductions of the kind extant. In theſe re- 
ſearches the editor has endeavoured to felect 
only ſuch ſmart ſayings, as were worthy of 
being preſerved, rejecting many hundreds, 

| B 3 that 


F ACE 


. that were either too groſs for the ear of cha- 
ſtity, or too flat to create the mirth and 
laughter of the judicious. | 


In a word, he has endeavoured to compile 
the beſt Jeſt-Book that has ever yet been pub- 
liſhed, with the addition of many new ones 
that never before appeared in print, How 
far he has ſucceeded, he ſhall leave his rea- 
ders to determine ; hoping however that his 
earneſt endeavours to pleaſe have not been 
entirely fruitleſs ; and that he may even 
meet with the approbation of the four great 
geniuſes to whom this piece is moſt humbly 
inſcribed. 
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W HEN Peter Paragraph was proſecuting 
Foote for taking him off in Ireland, he re- 
preſented to the judge upon the bench the dange- 
rous conſequences of ſuch a proceeding; ſaying, 
that whilſt his lordſhip was adminiſtering juſtice for 
the good of the nation, that fellow, Foote, was tak- 


ing him off in the Hay-market—and concluded that 


if it was felony to take off a man's hand, he could 
not ſee why in equity, it ſhould not be felony to 
take off a man's leg. 


When Mrs. Macaulay publiſhed her Looſe Thoughts, 


Foote, who was in company with Garrick, ſaid ie 


was a very improper title for a lady; to which the 
other replied, he was of a different opinion, for the 
ſooner a woman gets rid of ſuch thoughts the 
better. | 


As Mr. Wilkes paſſed by Kingſgate, in his laſt re- 
turn from France, he obſerved that lord Holland's 
erections there reſembled the preſent ſtate of the na- 
tion, = ruinous edifice produced by the hands of a 
r, to gratify his vanity and ambition: · | 


® Pointing to his wooden leg, which Foote had mimicked. 
A cer- 
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A certain female writer being upon a viſit to Mrs. 
Macaulay, apologized for the ill ſucceſs of a co- 
medy ſhe had juſt produced, by ſaying ſhe had 
wrote it merely to diflipate melancholy in ſome irk- 


ſome hours“ I preſume then, madam,” ſaid Mrs. 


Macaulay, that you write tragedy when you are 
in high ſpirits.” 


When Foote heard that Powell the actor had ſet 
up his*chariot, he ſaid he was a very unnatural ſong 
or he would certainly have hired his father for his 


coachman *. 


An Engliſh gentleman being taken ill of a yel- 
low fever at Jamaica, a lady who had married in that 
iſland indirectly hinted to him, in the preſence of 
an Iriſh pbyfician that attended him, the propriety 
of making his will in a country where people were 
ſo apt to die; the phyſician thinking his judgmeat 
called in queſtion, tartly replied, “ by Jaſus, madam, 
I wiſh you would tell me that country where people 
do not die, and I will go and end my days there.” 


A certain linen draper who lives near Cheapſide, 
and who was ſtrongly ſuſpected of a ſtrict intima- 
cy with his journeyman's wife, being at church 
one Sunday, when the text was, Thou ſhalt not 
lie with another man's wife.” A wag at the club 
in the evening (who was in the ſecret of his amours) 
aſked him how he liked the ſermon, and how he 


ſtomached the text? To which he anſwered, “ex- 


tremely well, as he did not lie with another man's, 
but his own man's wife.” | 


An Iriſh wit having been very ſevere upon En- 


gliſh authors, in oppoſition to one in company, at 


length concluded, that the geniuſes of Ireland had 


It ſeems Mr, Powell's father was eriginally of this * 
cen 
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l 
been very great ornaments to ibis country; to which 
the other rejoined, they were conſidered as ſuch, 


and hung up accordingly.” 


Shuter was one evening in company with an 
opulent butcher, who called to him for his toaſt, 
by the title of Mr. Flyblow, which fo nettled him, 
that he inſiſted upon Ned's fighting him with piſtols. 
Shuter rallied him a good while, in hopes of divert- 
ing him from ſuch a raſh reſolve ; but Mr. Flyblow 
Nill perſiſting in having ſatisfaction, Shuter told 
him he could not poſſibly think of fighting him, 
as he ſhould have greatly the advantage—how ſo, 
ſaid the butcher? Why, ſaid Ned, if I were to kill 
you, there is not one of your fraternity could ſet 
upon the jury, | | 

Lady V—— was ſeized with a fit of devotion 
ſome time fince, and ſhe conſtantly attended the 
Pimlico chapel—occaſfioned, it is ſaid, by Having 
been accidentally a witneſs of Mr, Maddan's valua- 


ble parts, and her prayers were offered up not force» + 


leſtial but terreſtrial bliſs. 


Mr. Wilkes upon ſeeing a certain Iriſh gentleman 
very ſumptuouſly dreſſed juſt after he had taken the 
benefit of the inſolvent act, he ſaid, *+ Throw an 
| Iriſhman into the Thames naked at low water, and 
he will come up with the tide at Weſtminſter 
bridge, with a laced coat and a ſword.” | 


A certain gentleman, who was ſtrongly ſuſpected 
of a cloſe connexion with Jemmy Lum—y, was one 
night at the Bedford coffee-houſe, boaſting of his 
riches, and diſplaying his bank-notes to Foote, (who 
at that time inſtead of driving his Duns was driven 
by them) and ſaying, what do you think of that 
Sam ?—Think, replied Foote, why I think it is all 
bum-fodder. 

When 


16. EM 

When thegreat duke of Marlborough was very 
ill, he was waited upon by lord Sommers, in the pre- 
ſence of his doctor, (who had juſt given him a pre- 
ſcription), and his dutcheſs. Lord Sommers and his 
grace were notiat this time upon very good terms, not- 
withſtanding this ceremonial viſit; yet his lordſhip 
had brought with him a cordial, which he ſtrongly 
recommended his grace to take; but the duke refu- 
ſed on account of the preſcription juſt ordered— His 
Jordſhip however inſiſted upon it that his noſtrum 
would do his grace good, and added, he would be 
hanged if it did not; Why then, my lord duke, ſaid her 
grace, pray take it, as it muſt inevitably do you good 
ene way or t other. 


A ſhort time ſince as the antiquated lady Pp 
was going through the counteſs of T I's anti- 
chamber, one of her falſe eye-brows unfortunately 
fell off. The old lady, chagrined at the accident, 
ſnatched it up with unuſual agility, but in her hur- 
ry miſplaced it; by doing which ſhe gave no ſmall 
: diverſion to the company during her viſit, having 
mounted her fiQitious eyebrow fo far from the eye, 
which wanted its cuſtomary ornament, that it 
ſeemed to have no kind of relation to it. The joke 
was ſomething heightened by its being inverted, and 
appearing in the ſhape of a creſcent. The whole 
room laughed heartily as ſoon as ſhe had turned her 
back; but as ſhe attributed their mirth to the brilli- 
ant bon mots which ſhe had uttered during her 
ſhort ſtay, ſhe retreated extremely well ſatisfied with 
herſelf and her eye-brows. 


An Iriſhman upon reading in the papers at a cof- 
fee-houſe the taking the late grand vizir's ſeraglio, 
by the Ruſſians in Moldavia, aſked a gentleman 
next him who this ſame Mol Davia was, that the vi- 

* had entered whilſt he had fifty miſtreſſes with 
im. 


E 

Foote's account of the jubilee at Stratford. A 
jubilee is a public invitation, urged by puffing, to go 
poſt without horſes, to an obſcure borough without 
repreſentatives, governed by a mayor and aldermen 
who are no magiſtrates, to celebrate a great poet 
whoſe own works have made him immortal, by an 
ode without poetry, muſic without harmony, din- 
ners without victuals, and lodgings without beds, 
2 maſquerade where half the people appeared bare- 
faced, a horſe-race up to the knees in water, fire- 
works extinguiſhed as ſoon as they were lighted, and 
an amphitheatre, which, like a houſe of cards, tum- 
bled to pieces as ſoon as it was finiſhed.” 


This genius tells the following ſtory of Doctor 
Catgut: That paragon of muſic and gallantry, had 
made ſome evertures to a maid ſervant, (whilſt he 
lived with his wife) that did not meet with the 
deſired ſucceſs : on the contrary, the girl was ſo diſ- 
pleaſed, ſhe gave her miſtreſs warning. Mrs. 
Catgut having taken a fancy to the maid, was very 
_ unwilling to part with her, and was therefore ex- 
tremely ſolicitous to know the reaſon ſhe propoſed 
quitting her place.—Said ſhe © is the work too 
much? Þ'll make it leſs —-Are your wages too 
ſmall ? I will increaſe them.”—** No,” anſwered 
the maid, I do not chuſe to ſtay. I beg you 
would not preſs me any farther.” — ** But, reſumed 
Mrs. Catgut, I inſiſt upon knowing the cauſe 
of your leaving me.” © Why then, to tell the 
truth,” ſaid the maid, My maſter plagues me 
to death. I would not mind, if he were a hand- 


ſome man—but there is no enduring ſuch an ugl 
fellow.” My Tommy an ugly fellow!“ reſu- 
med Mrs. Catgut, with no ſmall vehemence; © get 
out of my houſe, immediately, you jade. My 
| ommy 
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lordſhip would not offer any improper one, ſhe 


« you muſt aſk a woman older than myſelf, to be 
in for on zed 8 | 


12 ] | 
Tommy an ugly fellow, (/lamping) out of my 
houſe this inſtant, you jade.“ | 


Two gentlemen playing very late at backgam- 
mon, at a coffee-houſe near St. James's, a third, 


who was a ſtranger to them both, ſat by very at- 


tentively the whole evening; and when they re- 
newed the party after ſupper, which laſted till ſeven 
o'clock the next morning, he was ſtill an earneſt 
ſpectator. At length a diſpute aroſe concerning a 
throw, and after ſome altercation, they agreed 
to refer it to the bye-ſtander; when, with ſome lit- 
tle confuſion he declared, He was utterly ignorant of 
the game; Is that poſſible ?” ſays one of the play- 
ers, and that you coul! look on with ſo much appa- 
rent ſatisfattion for a dozen hours ſucceſſively.” ——- 
« Ay, but Sir,” replied the ſtranger, ** you do not 
know that 1am married.” 7 


Lady B— was ſome years ſince at Bath, and 
though ſhe was then paſt her grand climacteric, 
and bed-ridden, ſhe ſtil] preſerved the veſtiges of a 
very beautiful face, with a moſt. uncommon ſhare 
of vivacity and underſtanding, which induced the 
greateſt geniuſes of the age to viſit her in this ſitu- 
ation, and among the reſt the preſent lord Ch—d. 
He one day aſked her in their ſocial chat, if her la- 
dyſhip would give him leave to propofe a queſtion 
to her ; when ſhe replied, as ſhe was certain his 


would readily anſwer it, as far as her abilities would 
admit. Why then, pray my lady, will you in- 
form me, at what time of life a woman's amorous 
paſſions ſubſide?” © Indeed, my lord,” ſhe replied, 


On: 
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One of the commiſſioners of the revenue in 


Ireland, being one night in the pit, at the play- 


houſe in Dublin, Monaca Gaul, the orange girl, 
famous for her wit and aſſurance, ſtriding over 
his back, he popped his hands under her petticoats, 
Nay, Mr. Commiſſioner, ſaid (he, you'll find no goods 
there but what have been fairly entered. 


A Frenchman, who ſpoke very broken Engliſb, 
having ſome words with his wife, endeavoured 
to call her bitch, but could not recollect the name; 
at laſt he thought he had done it, by ſaying, Be- 
gar, mine deare, but you be one damn'd dog's wife. 
Aye, that's true enough, anſwered the woman, the 
more's my misfortune, 


In a quarrel with Mr. Powel, another player re- 
ceived from him a ſmall box on the ear; a few 
days after, the player having loſt his ſnuff- box, 
was making ſtrict enquiry if any body had ſeen his 
box. M hat, ſaid another of the theatrical pun- 
ſters, that which George Powel gave you the other 
night © | 


Two very honeſt gentlemen, who dealt in. 
brooms, meeting one day in the ſtreet, one aſked 
the other, how the devil he could afford to under- 
ſell him every where as he did, when he ſtole the 


Nuff, and made the brooms himſelf? Ny, you filly 


dog, anſwered the other, I Heal them ready made. 


A man paying a viſit to ſome friends in the 
North of Ireland, they made him very welcome, 
but cauſed him to drink ſo exceeding hard, that 
he wiſhed himſelf at home again, ſaying, he 
was ſure that if he lived there long, he ſhould die 


ſoon. ik 


A gentleman, having lent a guinea for two or 
C three 
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much faith in, was very much ſurpriſed to find, 
that he very punctually kept his word with 
him; the ſame gentleman being ſome time after 
deſirous of borrowing a larger ſum, No, ſaid the 
other, you have deceived me once, and 1 am reſolved 
you ſhall not do it a ſecond time. 


One meeting an acquaintance, ſays to him, with 
a kind of ſecret joy, J tell you a piece of news, my 
friend, between you and I my wife's with child. 
Between you and I, anſwered the other, you are 
greatly miſtaken, for I have not lain with your wife this 
twelvemonth, | 

A lady ſeeing the ſheriff of a county, who 


was a very handſome young gentleman, attend 
the judge, who was an old man; a gentleman 


ſtanding by, aſked her which ſhe liked beſt, the 


judge or the ſheriff? The lady told him, the ſheriff, 
Why ſo? ſaid the gentleman ; Becauſe, anſwered 
ſhe, hs? I love judgment well, I love execution better, 


An extravagant young fellow, who was very 
forward to ſpend his money, tho” he could but ill 
aftord it, being one evening in company in a pub- 
lic houſe where it was propoſed to ſpend ſixpence 
apiece ; the young ſpendthrift not contented with 


this reaſonable expence, inſiſted that it ſhould be a 


ſhilling; ſaying he knew no difference between a 
ſhilling and ſixpence: to which a fly old œcono- 
miſt replied, But you will, young gentleman, when 
you come to be worth eighteen pence. 


A gentleman told Betty Careleſs, upon ſhewing 
her legs, that they were very handſome and ſo much 
alike that they muſt needs be zwwins, But indeed, 
ſaid ſhe, you are miſtaken, for I have had more 


than one or two between them, 


three days to a perſzn whoſe promiſes he had not 
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of 
A Welchman bragging of his family, ſaid, His 
father's effigy was ſet up in Weſtminſter Abbey ; 
being aſked where-abouts, he ſaid, in the ſame mo- 


nument with Squire Thynne's ; for he was his coach- 


man. 


An Triſh lawyer of the Temple, having occaſion 
to go to dinner, left the directions in the key-hole, 
Gone to the Elephant and Caſtle, where you ſhall fire 
me; and if you can't read this, carry it to the Stationer's, 


.and he ſhall read it for you. 


The ſame gentleman had a client of his own 
country, who was a failor, and having been at ſea 
for ſome time, his wife was married again in his 
abſence, ſo he was reſolved to proſecute her; and 
coming to adviſe wi:h the counſellor, told him, he 
muſt have witneſſes to prove that he was alive when 
his wife married again. Atrah, by my ſhoul, bit 
that ſhall be impoſſible, faid the other; for my ſhip- 
mates are all gone to ſea again upon a long voyage, 
and ſhan't return again this twelve- month. Oh! 
#hen, anſwered the counſellor, there can be nothing 
done in it; and what a pity it is: ſuch a brave cauſe 
ſhould be inſt now, only becauſe you cannot prove your- 
ſelf to be alive. 


When Sir Richard Steele was fitting up his great 
room in York-Buildings, which he intended for 
public orations, he happened at a time to be pretty 


— 


much behind hand with bis workmen; and coming 


one day among them, to ſee how they went for- 
ward, he ordered one of them to get into the ro- 
rum, and make a ſpeech, that he might obſerve 
how it could be heard. The fellow mounting, 
and ſcratching his pate, told him, he knew not what 
to ſay, for in truth he was no orator. Oh!] ſaid 
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the knight, no matter ſor that, ſpeak any thing that 
comes uppermoſt, hy, here, Sir Richard, ſays 
the fellow, we have been working for you theſe ſix 
weeks, and cannot get one penny of money: Pray, Sir, 
when do you intend to pay us? Very well, very well, 
ſaid Sir Kichard, pray come down, I have heard 
enough, I cannot but own you ſpeak very diſtinct- 
ly, though I don't admire your ſubject. 


The fame gentleman, as he had the character of a 
great punſter, was deſired one night in company, 
by a gentleman to make a pur age” hy Upon 
what ſubject? ſaid Sir Richard. The #:ng, an- 
ſwered the other. Oh, Sir, ſaid he, the king is no 
ſubject. 


Two very pertinacious men were once diſputing 
at Bath in the preſence of Mr. Quin, who deſired 
them to fix upon their champions, to decide it by 
dint of oratory. ** Why, ſaid one, if I were to 
chuſe, to be ſure, I'd fix on the archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, as he is a very learned man; or my lord 
chancellor, as he is ſo great a lawyer, and profeſſed- 
ly fo fine a ſpeaker.” —** Well, well, ſaid the other, 
you may chuſe whom you pleaſe ; but give me 


Jack Ding, the tinker.” What, replied the firſt, 


would you pretend to back Jack Ding againſt the 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, or my lord chancel- 
lor?“ - *Pſhaw, *pſhaw, reſumed the other, I 
don't care two-pence for your argumentation and 
reaſoning ; but I'm ſure that Jack would make a 
C n'd noiſe, and would never give it up.” 


Two Iriſhmen having travelled on foot from 
St. Albans to Barnet were confoundedly tired and 
fatigued with their journey; and the more ſo when 


they were told they had ſtill about ten miles to 


London. By my ſhoul and St. Patrick, cries - of 
them, 


1 . 


1 a 
them, it is but five miles apiece, let's en walk 
on. 
The famous Tom Thynne, who was remarka- 
ble for his good houſe-keeping and hoſpitality, 
ſtanding one day at his gate in the country, a beg- 
gar coming up to him, begged his worſhip 
would give him a mug of his ſmall beer. Vn, 
how now, ſaid he, what times are theſe, when beg- 
gars muſt be chaoſers ! I ſay bring this fellow a mug of 
ſtrong beer. 


A droll fellow, who got a livelihood by playing 
on the fiddle at fairs, and about the country, was 
one day met by an acquaintance that had not ſeen 
him a great while, who accoſted him with, Bleß 
me / what are you alive? -M hy not, anſwered the 
fiddler, did you ſend any body to kill me ?---No, replies 
the other, but I was told you was dead.--- Ay, jo it 
was reported, it ſeems, (ſays the fiddler,) but I knew 
it was a confounded lie as ſoon as I heard it. 


A certain reverend drone in the country was 
complaining to another,.that is was a great fatigue 
to preach twice a day. Oh/. ſaid the other, 7 
preach twice every Sunday, and make nothing of 
it. | 

A philoſopher and a wit were croſſing from Har- 
wich to Holland, and a high ſwell riſing, the phi- 
loſopher ſeemed under great apprehenſions left he 
ſhould go to the bottom.---<* Why, obſerved the wit 
that will ſuit your genius to a tittle; as for my part, 
you know, I am only for ſkimming the ſurface of 
things.” | 

Mrs. Pilkington obſerved that by introducing 
her huſband in her Memoirs, ſhe has made him 
known; and that if he everarrived at fame, or ever 
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went to Heaven, he muſt remain her debtor. For 


(adds ſhe,) that cuckolds go to heaven, nobody ever yet 


diſputed. Mere he one, he ought to thank me, who 
helped to ſend him thither, If [ have beſtowed on him 
fame in this world, and ſalvation in the next, what 
could a reaſonable man deſire more from his wife ? but 
ſome folks are never ſatisfied. 


Lady C——-g and her two daughters, having ta- 
ken lodgings at a leather breeches maker's in Picca- 
dilly, the ſign of the cock and breeches, was always 
put to the bluſh, when ſhe was obliged to give any 
body directions to her lodgings, the ſign being ſo 
odd ; upon which my lady, a very good fort of wo- 
man, ſending for her landlord, a jolly young fellow, 
told him, ſhe liked him and his lodgings very well, 
but muſt be forced to quit them on account of his 
{izn ; for ſhe was aſhamed to tell any body what it 
was. Oh, dear madam ! ſaid the young fellow, I 
would do any thing rather than loſe ſo good lod- 
gers; I can eaſily alter my ſign : fo I think, replied 
my lady, and T1] tell you how you may pleaſe both 
me and my daughters ; Only take downyour breeches, 
and let your cock and. | 


An Oxford ſcholar, who piqued himſelf upon 
being a wag, was accoſted upon the road to Lon- 
don, by a perfon who aſked him which was the near- 


elt way to Tyburn—— Why, replied the Oxonian, 


the ſhorteſt way you can take, is to ſtop the 
firſt perſon you meet, and demand his money.” 
Are you ſure of that, replied the traveller; then 
(drawing a piſtol! out of his pocket), as I am for ex- 


pedition, your money this inſtant.” The wag ſub- 


mitted to his demand, and paid fix guineas for his 


Joke, : ü | 


An Iriſhman being preferred from a ſkip to mar ry 
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my lady's chamber-maid, received fifty pounds in 
conſideration of acrack'd pitcher, which he took for 
her honeſt portion: about three weeks after, the 
bride was delivered of a child; and Patrick being 
at his maſter's houſe, the lady told him, ſhe did not 
think he had been ſuch an active man, to have a 
child ſo ſoon: Arrah by my ſhoul, my dearlawdy, 
ſaid he, and why ſhould'ſtde tink me ſuſh a fumbler, 
when my own modder waſh brought to bed of mee 
two months before ſhe waſh married.” 


A Munfler man being on board a man of war, 
was deſired by his meſſmate to go down to the ſte w- 
ard's room for a can of ſmall beer. Teague per- 
ceiving that preparations were then making for ſail- 
ing immediately, refuſed to go, ſaying, Arrah, by 
my ſhoul, and ſo while I am after going into the cellar, 
to fetch drink for you, the pip will be after ſailing, and 
leave me behind, | 

Quin, having had an invitation from a certain 
nobleman, who was reputed to keep a very elegant 
table, to dine with him; and having no manner 
of averſion to a good repaſt, he accordingly waited 
upon his lordſhip; but found the regale far from 
anſwering his expectation. Upon his taking leave, 
the ſervants, who were very numerous, had ranged 
themſelves in the hall : Quin finding thatifhe gave 
to each of them, it would amount to a pretty large 
ſum, aſked, ** Which was the cook ;” who readily 
anſwered, © Me, Sir.” He then enquired for the 
butler, who was as quick in replying as the other ; 
when he ſaid to the firſt, ©© Here's half a crown for 
my eating, and to the other, Here's hive ſhillings 
for my wine; but by G—d, gentlemen, I never 
made ſo bad a dinner for the money in my life.” 


Quin was ſome time after met, by the ſame no-- 
85 bleman 
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hleman behind the ſcenes, who aſked him, Why 


he did not come and eat ſoup with him?“ By 


G—d, my lord, faid Quin, I am aſhamed to come, 


fince I find your lordſhip keeps a coo#-/hop.” His 
lordſhip aſked an explanation; when he told the 
nobleman, His was the deareſt and worſt ordina- 
7y in London; for a man paid for his dinner literal- 
ly, and very exorbitantly, at his lordſhip's houſe.” 
Quin was told by his lordſhip, that this ſhould be 
rectified for the future, and that he ſhould lay ſe- 
vere injunctions upon his ſervants to take no vails. 
Upon this promiſe Quin was prevailed to return ; 
but, having failed to pay for his dinner, as uſual, 
the next time hecame he had a dirty plategiven him 
for a clean one, bread for beer, and frequently nei- 
ther one nor tother, after repeated applications. 


When dinner was finiſhed he addreſſed himſelf to 


the company, in puſhing round a plate with half a 
crown upon it, „ I think we had better pay our 
dinner now before we begin upon the wine; for I 
have a notion they imagine we intend-to-bilk them 
to-day.” 

A very harmleſs 1ri/hman eating an apple-pye 
with ſome quinces in it; arrah now, dear honey, 
faid he, if a few of theſe quinces give ſuch a flavour, 
haw would an apple-pye taſte made of all quinces © 


A certain political writer, on the tory, ſide of the 
queſtion, in a former reign, being bribed over to 
the court intereſt,. by a penſion ;. one of the party 
he had deſerted, taxed him with the meanneſs of 
being a turncoat, and aſked his reaſon for quitting 
the party for a bribe ? To which the author an- 
ſwered, That he had ſeven very ſub/tantial reaſons for 
it, viz. a wife and ſix children. | 


As certain nobleman, who had debauched . 
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his tenants daughters, and ſhe proving pregnant, 
he was deſirous of getting rid of her in a decent 
manner; and accordingly told his valet de cham- 
bre, if he would marry her, he ſhould never want. 
“ No, replied the valet, there is no danger of my 
wanting, as long as your lordſhip provides ſo abun- 
dantly for me the horn of plenty.” 

An Engliſh gentleman aſked Sir Richard Steele, 
who was an J1r:iſhman, what was the reaſon that 
his countrymen were ſo remarkable for blundering, 
and making bulls ? Faith, ſaid the knight, I believe 
there is ſomething in the air of Ireland; and I dare ſay, 
if an Engliſhman was born there, he would do the 


fame, 

A couple of Iriſhmen from the county of Kil- 
kenny, meeting together, one had got lately mar- 
ried, Arrah, (ſays the firſt,) an how d'ye, and ſo 
you're after being married, Yes, faith ſays the 
other (this eight weeks or two months) Ay, faith 
ſays Patrick, twaſh fery unkindly done of you, not 
to invite me to the wedding after it was over, that 
I might ha' been after throwing the ſtocking: well, 
now, and what ſort of a wife have you got, for upon 
my ſhoul, I ſhall never recover my ſurprize if you 
don't tell me, and what ſort of a family you're 
after getting. (Why Patrick ſays Conno) you know 
{ am cole white, and ſhe is cole black, and all our fami- 
ly are like to be pye-balls. 


Quin having a preſent of a fine haunch of veni- 
ſon made him, and meeting with Lord C— and 
the earl of B— in the pump-room, he aſked their 
lordſhips, © If they were engaged? ſaying, © that 
if they were not, he ſhould be extremely happy in 
having the honour of their company to dine with 
him upon a haunch of veniſon, which would be 
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„ 
juſt enough for three.“ Their lordſhips aecepted 
of the invitation, and promiſed to be with Quin 
preciſely at three. Upon Quin's departure, to 
make the neceſlary preparations for his noble 
gueſts, they conſulted together how they might 
improve the mirth of the repaſt; when lord 


C recollecting that col. M the greateſt 
devourer of veniſon then in England, was at this 
very juncture at Bath, he was told of the invita- 
tion they had received, and deſired to prepare 
himſelf for the occaſion. He accordingly came to 
Quin's a quarter before three, booted and ſpurred, 
as if juſt arrived from London; and knocking at 
the door, enquired if Mr. Quin was at home, 
The ſervant, who had received particular injunc- 
tions to admit no one but the two noblemen, an- 
ſwered him, 4% No—that his maſter dined out.” 
The colonel then enquired if lord C—— was 
there; which his lordſhip overhearing run out 
ſay ing, he muſt ſpeak to the colonel. This highly 
diſconcerted Qufn, who was under great appre- 
henſions of an additional gueft. His lordſhip af- 
ter a ſhort confetence returned for his hat, ſay- 
ing, „le was extremely ſorry to diſappoiht Mr. 
Quin; but that he was obliged to dine with the 
colonel ; and that he could not poſſibly think of 
intruding him there, as he had apprized them of 
the ſmallneſs of the haunch.” Quin, being thus 
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forced into a compliment, aſked pardon of the 


colonel for the ſervant's behaviour, as he did not 


know him, and begged he would ſtay and eat a 4 
bit of veniſon with him; adding, he believed there: 
would be enough for four. The colonel did not 


require much invitation; and the ſmoaking haunch 


being ſoon uſhered in, Mr. Quin, after paying the I 
reſpect due to their lordſhips, helped the colonel 


very | 


| [ a3 J 

very plentifully. Quin had ſcarce prepared his ſauce 
ere the colonel's plate was empty; and, without 
farther ceremony, he helped himſelf to about a 
pound and a half, with fat in proportion, Quin 
began to ſtare, but ſaid nothing; very juſtly ſuſ- 
pecting there was no time to loſe in talking.— The 
colonel preſently diſpatched his ſecond cargo; and 
having laid in another, it vaniſhed as ſpeedily, 
Their lordſhips had finiſhed eating, whilſt Quin 
was ſweating and eating, and eating and ſweating, 
as well through labour, as fear that he ſhould be 
completely diſtanced. However, he ſtill bridled 
his remonſtrances, till the colonel having cleared 
his ſeventh plate, and making the eighth attack, 
obſerved, That it was fine veniſon—the fat was 
excellent—that it was in high perfection - and that 
there was cut and come again.” Quin could now 
hold out no longer; but pulling the diſh from him, 
cried with no ſmall emphaſis. © Vou may cut, 
but I'll be d—n'd if you come again.“ | 


As the facetious Mr, F—te was one day walking 
with a friend under Covent- Garden piaxza, a poor 
miſerable looking wretch aſked his charity. Seeing 
the beggar's ſhocking countenance, F—te put his 
hand in his pocket, and relieved him, ſaying at the 
ſame time, This fellow is either à great object of cha- 
rity, or a very good actor. | 


A gentleman, who was a ſtaunch whzg, diſputing 
with a Facobite, ſaid he had two good reaſons for be- 
ing againſt the intereſt of the pretender : What are 
thoſe ? ſaid the other. The firſt, replied he, is, 
that he is an zmp:/ter, not really king Fames's ſon : 
Why, that, ſaid the zory, would be a good reaſon, 
if it could be proved ; and pray, Sir, what is your 
other? , ſaid the whig, that ht is king James's ſon 
1 4 A gen- 


[ 24 1 

A gentleman paſſing over a cauſeway in the coun- 
try, which parted two waters, and was not railed 
on either ſide to ſecure paſſengers from falling, in 
caſe of their foot ſlipping, ſays to a countryman 
whom he overtook, Mathinꝭs this narrow cauſeway 
muſt be very dangerous, honeſt friend : Pray, are not 
people loft here, ſometimes © Loft ! anſwered the fel- 
low, I never knew any body loſt here in my life ; there 
have, indeed, been ſeveral drowned, but they are al- 
ways found again. 

A gentlewoman loved a doctor of phyſic; and 
to enjoy him ſhe feigned herſelf ſick : the doctor 
being ſent for in all hafte, went up and ſtayed with 
| her an hour; and when he came down, her huſ- 
band afked him, how ſhe did? Oh, ſays he, ſhe 
has had two ſuch extreme fits, that if you had but 
ſeen one of them, it would have made your heart 
ake.” Aye, my head too, I am afraid, replied the huſ- 
band. | 

A gentleman whoſe wife was much addicted to 
make a ſlip, was aſked by a lady of a pretty gay 
turn, whence the word cuckold was derived; Why, 
ſaid he, Madam, it comes from whore, which in 
Celtic ſignifies a women of faſhion.” I did not 
think there had been ſo much corruption in whore, 
ſaid ſhe; as to cuckeld I think it a mighty pretty 
word, and withal fo faſhionable—-A'*n't you of that 


opinion, Sir?“ 
A t good woman quarrelling with her huſband 
for -being ſomewhat too familiar with the ſervant- 
maid, charging him with many other facts of the 
like nature, which he knowing himſelf innocent of, 
ſaid to her, Indeed, wiſes you wvill lie with any w9- 
man in the kingdom, that's your failing. No, you 
rogue, replied the good woman, in a great rage, it 
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zs you that will lie with any woman, and that's the 


reaſon I am in ſuch a paſſion with you. 


Some ſoldiers, quartered in a country-town meet- 
ing a farmer on the road, alittle way out of town, 


In a dark night, robbed him of his great coat and 


money. The farmer went immediately to one of 


- the captains of the regiment to make complaint. 


Honeſt friend (ſays the captain) when the ſoldiers 
robbed you, had you that coat on which you have now # 
-s, Sir, anſwered the poor man, hy then 
(replied the captain,) you may depend on it they do 
not belong to my company, for they would not have left 


you that, nor even your ſhirt. 


Soon after my Lord C——1/4 came into the pri- 
vy-council, a place of great truſt happened to be- 
come vacant, to which his M ty and the 
Duke of D——t recommended two very different 
perſons, His M ty eſpous'd the intereſt of his 
friend with ſome heat, and told them, He would 
be obey'd; but not being able to ſucceed, he left 
the Council-Chamber in great diſpleaſure. As 
ſoon as he retired the matter was debated warmly, 
but at length it was carried againſt the K —g ; be- 
cauſe if they once gave him his way, he would expert 
it again, and ſo it would riſe at length to a precedent. 
However, in the humour his M——ty was then 
in, a queſtion aroſe, who ſhould carry the grant 
of the office for his M——y to ſign; and the lot 
fell on lord Ch——1d. His lordſhip expecting to 
find his My in a very unfavourable mood 
(and accordingly it happened ſo,) prudent]y fore- 
bore to incenſe him by an abrupt requeſt, and, in- 
ſtead of bluntly aſking him to ſign the inſtrument, 
very ſubmiſſively aſked whoſe name his M 
would be pleaſed to 3 inſerted to fill up the 


blanks, 
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blanks, The K—g anſwered in a paſſion, The 
Devil's, if you will, Very well, reply'd his lord- 
ſhip; but would your M——y have the inſtrument 
run in the uſual ſtyle, Our 'trufly and well-beloved 
couſin and counſellor © The K—g laughed, and with 
all the good-nature in the world, ſet his name to 


the paper, tho* to promote a perſon not very ac- 
ceptable to himſelf. | 


A templer going at Chriſimas into Yorkſhire to 


ſee his father, took ſome other templers along with 


him ; and in one of the holidays, he would have 
'em to an alehouſe hard by, where the woman 


was deaf; ſo coming thither, Oh, my young 


maſter, ſays ſhe, I han't ſeen you theſe ſeven years. 
Then he thinking to abuſe her, drank to her, ſay- 
ing, Here's to thee, and to all the rogues, whores, 
and bawds in England; ſhe, ſeeing his lips go, but 
hearing him not, ſaid, Come, Sir, I'll pledge you, 
for I know you drink to your father, and your mo- 
ther, and thoſe goed gentlewomen your ſiſters, 


A gentleman came to a widow's houſe, and ſhe 
preſented him with a cup of ſmall-beer ; ſo com- 
ing a week afterwards, ſalutes him with another 
cup of the ſame beer, ſaying, Sir, I dare not com- 
mend the beer to you, for indeed it is dead, to 
which he replied, that may very well be, for it was 


very weak when I was here laſt. 


A moving ſermon being preached in a country- 
church, all fell a weeping but one man, who being 
aſked, why he did not weep along with the re/t ? 
Oh ? ſaid he, I belong to another pariſh. 


Lord C i chances one day to be at the 


| ſame levee, when Garnet upon Fob, a book dedica- 


le, happen'd to lie in the win- 
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dow. Before his grace made his appearance, his 
lordſhip had time enough to amuſe himſelf with the 
book ; and when the duke entered, he found him 
reading in it. Well, my lord, ſaid his grace, what 
is your opinion of that baok ? In any other place, 1 
ſhould not think much of it, reply'd his lordſhip ; but 
being in your grace's levee, I think it one of the beſt 
books in the world. | 


A fellow of a certain college, ſeeing Tom Brown 
in a tattered garb, ſaid, Tom! your gown's grown too 
hart for you. Ab reply'd Tom, that's true; but it 
will be long enough before 1 ſhall get another. This 
repartee ſo diverted the fellow, that he continued 
laughing 'till he met with a brother of the ſame col- 
lege whoaſked him what he laugh'd at? Hy, ſays 
he, at an excellent jote: I juſt now told Tom Brown 
his gown vas grown too ſhort for him; and, he ſaid, 
it would be a long time before he ſhould have another. ' 
Well, and pray where is the joke in that? I don't 
novo, reply'd he, but I am ſure it was a good joke 
when I heard it. | 


A lady ordered a ſun-dial to be made, and the 
maker brought it home with this motto: 
© Time rapid flies, embrace it man; 
„ Alas! thy life is but a ſpan, 


20 lady immediately ordered it to be altered 
thus: 


To us on earth few years belong 
This life is but nine inches long. 


Harry H—w—rd, who was a comical ſpark, 
when an apprentice, being for ſome miſdemeanor 
carried before juſtice L—d, who was very crooked 
the magiſtrate aſking him, when his maſter had 

5 D 2 finiſhed 


„„ 
finiſhed his complaint, whether he had any thing 
to ſay in his own vindication? Yes, replied the 
youngſter, I could offer a great deal; but it will ſigni- 
fy nothing, for I ſee you are all of one fide. 


A gentleman ſeeing his footman with an old grea- 
ſy hat on, which hung ſlouching on all ſides; Who 


gave you (ſaid he to him) that hat of a cuckold ? 


Sir, replied the fellow, It is one of yours, and was 
given tome by my miſtreſs, | 


The king of France, taking Killigreto, the fa- 
mous jeſter, into a gallery full of viktes, among 
the reſt, ſhewed him the picture of Chri/t upon the 
crofs, and aſked him if he knew who that was? 
but K:/I;grew made himſelf very ignorant, and an- 
ſwer'd, Ne. IF hy, ſaid the king, Tl tell you, if you 
don't know ; this is the pidture of our Savicur upon 
the crofs, and that on the right fide is the Pope's, and 
at on the left is my ewn, Whereupon MXUll:- 


or. reply'd, I humbly than your majeſty for the in- 
formation you hade given me; for tho [ have often 


heard that our Savicur was crucafied between twathicves, 
yet I never knew wha they were before. 


When the earl of Stair was laſt ambaſſador in 
Holland, he was invited to an entertainment by the 
Abbe de Ville, the French reſident, along with the 
Auſirian ambaſſador: the Abbe propoſed a health, 
to the ri/ing ſun, his maſter; alluding to a motto 
of Lewis XIV. which was pledged by the whole 
company, The Auſtrian next, in compliment to 
his miſtreſs, the Empreſs queen, toaſted he mon 
and fixed ſtars ; which was greatly applauded, It 
then came to the earl's turn, and his lordſhip, with 


great preſence of mind, drank his maſter, by the 
| name 
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„ 
name of Joſhua the ſon of Nun, who made the ſu 
and the moon to ſtand ſtill. 


A gentleman who was remarkably near- ſighted, 
when he went to a coffee-houſe in a morning, took 
his man with him to read the news, tho' in reality a 
very illiterate fellow, but the gentleman being fami- 
liar to moſt of his blunders, could tolerably tell his 
meaning : as he was reading among the caſualties, 
a paragraph was put concerning a gardener, who 
was cutting creepers a top of a' houſe ; he read— 
Laſt Monday as a grenadier was cutting capers a 
top of a houſe, he tumbled down, and broke his 
neck, God bleſs my foul, Tom, ſays the gentle- 
man, that never can be, read it again; it was read 
azain—the ſame, ſtill a grenadier cutting capers a 
top of the houſe: ſays the gentleman, what buſi- 
neſs have grenadiers to cut capers, and a top of a 
houſe too, tis for dancing-maſters to cut capers, 
and not fellows in jack-boots. At laſt comes up 
a gentleman of his acquaintance, whoin he begged 
to read that paſlage to him, it is a very odd one, 
if it isas my man reads it; I can't think it can be 
ſo; I can make out moſt things he ſays but this, 
ſays he: when the gentleman read, a gardiner cut- 
ting creepers at a top of a houſe, fell down and 
broke his neck. You dunderpate, ſays he to the 
man, did not Ialways ſay your head was made of bul- 
lets. Yes, Sir, ſays the man, thinking to mend the 
matter, [/take care to reprove myſelf that it hall be 
a little lighter ſoon. 


A looſe fellow was deteRed in ſtealing a cup out 
ofa tavern, and a gentleman ſent his man to know 
what was the matter; who came and told him, 
only a fellow had gat a cup ioo much; Pi/h, ſays 
he, that's my fault, and many an honeſt man's beide. 
1 2 3 hen 


„ 

When Mrs. n firſt ated Sir Harry Mil- 
dair at Drury-Lane playhouſe, coming off the 
ſtage into the Green-room, I believe, ſaid ſhe, that 
one half of the houſe take me to be really a man : to 
which ſaid Mrs. Clive, but the other half, 1 believe, 
know to the contrary. 
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A deformed lady, going one day into the pump- 
room at Bath, was accoſted by the celebrated beau 
N-—/b, who thought to divert himſelf and the com- 

— pany at the lady's expence, Pray, madam, what is 
the name of Tobit's Dag? M-, reply'd the lady, 


and a very impudent dog be ts, 


Councellor Cy being obliged to aſk par- 
don of the houſe of commons upon his knees ; 
upon getting up, wiped his ſtockings, ſaying, 7 
never was in fo dirty a houſe in my life. 


The late Prince of V. 


, having a mind to 


i" 1 divert himſelf incog, went to ſee a bull-baiting near 
Wil: 7 Hocfley- in · the-Hole. The bull (being true game,) 
Wil 4 gave great ſport, and foil:d every dog that attacked 
1 him. At laſt, old Teurer, whoſe owner (a but- 
5 cher of Ciare-Market) ſtood cloſe to the prince, 
FB fairly pinn'd the bull ; at which the butcher, in the 
14 joy of his heart, gave hi- royal higiheſs a ſwinging 
1 clap on the back, ſaying, at the ſame time, D--m 
we | your blood, Mr, Prince, my dog has pinn'd the bull for 
WE: - all you. f 

"TY El Some gentlemen being drinking of ale together, 


one of them ſeeing Mr. Amner going by, requeſted 
him to come and drink with them; a Londoner be- 
ing there (having his horſe ty'd at the door) faid to 
one of his ſreuds, Is this Hr. Amner that uſeth to 
ut er the bulls? I wiſh he do not make a bull of 
m, horſe ; which he over-hearing, ſaid, What a ſau- 

| | cy 
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oy fellow is this? You ſee J no ſeoner turn my back 
but he abuſes me to my face. | 


A jury having given 1500 l. damages againſt Sir 
R Hl, for criminal converſation 
with a gentleman's wife, as the defendant was going 
out of court, he eried, Damn theſe twelve ap- 
ce praiſers, they have confoundedly over-valued my 
& paſtime.” 


A ſmart fellow croſſing a mayor's. in his hunt- 
ing, he rides after him with his ſword drawn; 
Pray, Sir, ſays he, do not knight me before my elder 
brother is dead, for I am but a younger brother / 
which ſet the king a laughing, and he excuſed his ill 
behaviour. 1 


A man, complaining to his friends, that his 
wife's drunkenneſs, and ill conduct, had almoſt ruin- 


ed him, concluded as the vulgar uſually do; and 


for goodneſs ſake, /Yhat's to be ſaid for it? No- 
thing, that I know, ſays his friend, can be ſaid for 
it, but much againſt it. 


A certain great lady paſſing in her chariot through 
Long- Acre one morning, perceived her fon coming 
out of a brothel ; the ſpark having a quick eye upon 
his mother, retreated back into the paſſage in great 
confuſion : the old lady ordered her coachman to 


ſtop at the door, and called out, „My ſon, my 


ce ſon, never be aſhamed of coming out of a baw- 
* dy-houſe ; but for ever be aſhamed of going 
«© into one.“ 


Anelderly lady was telling her daughter, a girl of 
fixteen, of the abominable lewdneſs and wicked- 
neſs of the age, and what debaucheries were daily 


_ practiſed by vicious men, who made uſe of violence 


as 


I 

as well as art, to ſatisfy their brutal appetites; and 
how that ſwords and piſtols had been put to wo- 
men, threatening them with immediate death, if 
they refuſed their unlawful embraces: and then aſked 
miſs that if it ſhould ever happen to be her fate to 
meet with ſuch a trial, how ſhe ſhould behave? 
Says the girl, Life is ſibeet, mamma. 


A punſter going along the Strand, when a great 
mob of ſpectators was gathered to ſee a malefactor 
paſs to his execution at Charing-Crofs, aſked a gen- 
teel perſon, who was ſtanding in the crowd, What 
was the name of the fellow going to be hanged ? 
He anſwered, one Yawe!l. Ah! ſaid the queriſt, 
Do you know which of them it is, Sir; for there are 
veral of that name? No, returned the other, IJ do 
not. ell, ſaid the wag, this however is certain, 
and I am veryglad of it, that it is neither U nor J. 
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A grave noble peer made a viſit one morning to 
the honourable John $p—r, who received him ſitting 
in an elbow chair quite naked: there were loud com- 
plaints made in the town of the indecency of the 
action, beſides the diſreſpect ſhewn to a perſon of 
ſuch high quality: Mr. Sp—r ſaid, that he thought he 
had paid his lordſhip the greateſt compliment, by recetu- 
ing him in his birth -day ſuit. 
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Killigrew was a man of ver ygreat humour, and 
frequently diverted king Charles the ſecond by his 
lively ſpirit of mirth and drollery. He was frequent- 
ly, and had often acceſs to king Charles, when it was 
denied the firſt peers of the realm. Among many 

- other merry ſtories, the following is related of Kille- 
grew. Charles the ſecond, who hated buſineſs as 
much as he loved pleaſure, would often diſappoint 
the council, by withdrawing his royal preſence when 

, they 
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they were met, by which their buſineſs was con- 


ſequently delayed, and many of the council were 


much offended by the diſreſpet ſhewn them. It 
happened one day, while the council were met, 
and had ſat ſome time in expectation of his majeſty, 
that the duke of L—d- - ale, who was a furious 
ungovernable man, quitted the room in a paſſion, 
and accidentally met with K:/{;grew, to whom he 
expreſſed himſelf irreverently of the king. Killi- 
grew bid his grace be calm; for he would lay a 
wager of an hundred pounds that he would make his 
majeſly come to council in leſs than half an hour. L— 
dale, being a little heated, took him at his word. 
Killigrew went to the king, and without ceremony 
told him what had happened; adding, I know your 
majeſty hates L—d—ale, tho' the neceſſity of your 
affairs obliges you to behave civilly to him; now if you 

would get rid of a man you hate, come to the council; © 


for L---d—alets ſo very parſimonious, that rather than 


pay the hundred pounds liſt in this wager, he will hang 
himſelf, and never plague you more. The king was 
pleaſed with the archaels of this obſervation, and 
anſwered, Then, Killigrew, [il pojitively go; and 
accordingly he went. 


A lady of the Weſt Country gave a great enter- - 
tainment to moſt of the polite gentlemen there- 
abouts ; and among others, Sir JYa{ter Raleigh was 
one; this lady, though otherwiſe a ſtately dame, 
was a notable houſewife ; and in the morning, ear- 
ly, ſhe called to one of her maids, and aſked her 
if the pigs were ſerved ? Sir Walter Raleigb's cham- 
ber joined to the lady's, ſo that he heard her. A 
little before dinner, the lady coming down, in great 
ſtate, into a room full of gentlemen, as ſoon as Sir 
Walter Raleigh ſet eyes upon her; Madam, ſaid he, 

are 


1 
are the pigs ſerved? The lady anſwered, you beſt 
know whether you have had your breakfaſt. 


An Iriſh Gentleman having a little ſtudy, and 
having ſome company in his chamber, which de- 
fired to ſee it; he told them, in faith, gentlemen, 
if you all go in, it will not hold you, 


Some pleaſant raillery once paſſing in the court 
of requeſts at Weſtminſter, between the late lord 
Orford, and the late alderman Parſons, the car], 
among other things, ſaid, ** Prithee, Mr. Alderman, 
let me come and take a bit of mutton with you; 
© I hear you keep a good table, but where 
&* the devil ſtands your houſe ?—Oh ? Sir, replied 
* the alderman, very nigh Tower- Hill, where 
© thouſands as well as myſelf will be heartily glad 
to fee your” | 


Dr. Bentley ſhewing a young lady the fine libra- 
ry in Trinity-College, and among the reſt of the 
books, his own writings curiouſly bound, aſked the 
lady how/heliked the binding: the lady anſwered they 
were extremely handſome, but ſhe choſe rather to 


have his works in ſheets. 


A deaf fellow coming to London to ſell a turkey, 
at Hyde Park Corner had occaſion to untruſs a point; 
a gentleman paſling by, intending to put a joke up- 
on him; countryman, ſaid he, there's a turd under 
you. The man thinking he aſked the price of his 
turkey, ſaid 4s. maſter. I ſay there's a turd-under 
you, faid the other. It is as good as ever you eat 
in your life, ſaid the fellow, either baked or roaſted, 
You raſcal, ſaid he, I could find in my heart to 
kick you ſoundly. Chuſe, ſaid the fellow, if you 
won't another will, | 


A reverend 
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A reverend gentleman having received an invita- 
tion to dinner wrote on the fen of hearts, by a young 
lady of great beauty, merit, and fortune. This, 
the gentleman thought a good opportunity to give 


the lady a diſtant hint of his hopes, he therefore 


wrote the following lines on the ſame card, and re- 


turned it by her own ſervant : | 


Your compliments lady I pray nowforbear, 

For old Engliſh ſervice is much more ſincere ? 
You've ſent me ten hearts, but the tythe's only mine, 
So give me one heart and take'back t'other nine. 


A chandler having had ſome candles ſtole, one 
bid him be of good cheer; for in @ ſhort time they 


wauld all come to light. © 


A certain lady ſtanding by a fat young gentlewo- 
man, when her ſtays were lacing on, took occaſion. 
to joke her upon the largeneſs of her ſhape; towhich 
the girl ſaid, “ ſhe could only wiſh it as fender as 
her-lady/hip's reputation.” 85 Ans 


A taylor who was *ccuftomed to ſteal ſome of 


his cuſtomers cloth, when he came to make himſelf 


a ſuit, ſtole half a yard of his own: his wife per- 
ceiving it, aſked the reaſon : O0, ſaid he, *zis to 
keep my hand in, leſt at any time 1 ſhould forget. 


A dignified clergyman, going down to his live 
ing to ſpend the ſummer, metnear his houſe acomi- 
cal old chimney- ſweeper, with whom he uſed to 
chat. So 7ehn, ſays the doctor, from whence 
come you? From your houſe, Sir, ſays Mr, Soot; for 
this morning I ſwept all your chimneys. How 
many were there? ſays the doctor. No leſs than 
twenty, quoth n. Well, and how, much a 
chimney have you? Only a ſhilling apiece, Sir. 

ä 1 Why 


En L 586 J 

Why then, quoth the doctor you have earned a 
great deal of money in a little time. Yes, yes, Sir, 
ſays John, throwing his bag of ſoot over his ſhoul- 
der, we black-coats get our money eaſy enough. 


A A gentleman in company complaining that he 
was very ſubject to catch cold in his feet, another 
not over-loaded with ſenſe told him, that might 
eaſily be prevented, if he would follow his direc- 
tions ; I always get, ſays he, a thin piece of lead 
out of an India cheſt, and fit it to my ſhoe for that 
purpoſe. ** Then, Sir, ſays the former, you are 
Ko * a rope - dancer's pole, you have lead at both 
n 5 


A well experienced fellow having, as he thought, 
newly married a maid, was very impatient ſor the 
wedding night to come, and when he was in bed 

with his ſimpering bride, he began to attempt the 
1 taking of the virgin citadel; but finding much fa- 
1 cility in the firſt charge, he fell into a great paſſion 
1 with his bride, and cry'd out, You d — d whore, 
| you are no maid. To whom ſhe as confidently 

replied, a pox on you for a whoremaſter ; who 

made you ſo ſkilful ? 1 


TH A gentleman being under the hands of a political 
| 4 bl | barber, who was ſhaving his head, the tonſor was 
11 * entertaining him with an account of the war in 
WA Italy, and giving him a deſcription of the place, 
Wl 7. till growing very verboſe and tedious in his opera- 
tion, the gentleman ſaid, „Sir, I hope you're not 
« drawing a map of the country upon my head with 
„ yourrazor.” 


Two widows ſitting by the fire were chattering 
together of their dead huſbands ;- and one ſaid, 
let us have another candle, for my poor huſband 
| loved 
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655 1 | 
'Toved light, God ſend him light everlaſting and, 
ſaid the other, let us ſtir up the fire, my huſband 
loved fire, I wiſh him fire everlaſting. 


A woman once proſecuted agentlemanforarape: 
upon the trial, the judge aſked if ſne made any re- 
ſiſtance? Yes, and pleaſe your reverence, Icry d out. 
The judge again enquired when it was ſhe · did ſo? 
To which the witnefs replied, nine months after, 


A lady told a ſimple gentleman, that his wit was 
pretty; Why ſo, ſays he? Becauſe, ſays ſhe, you 
have ſo little, and all that's little is pretty. 


Some gentlemen being a drinking, a wench came 
"up to attend them; the being not enough, in anger 
they knocked for more; the maſter coming up, 
aſked what they call'd for? Said they, muſt we be 
thus attended? Have you no more whores in this 
houſe but this? „ Yes, Sir, ſays he, pray be pa- 
'« tient, I'll ſend up my wife.” | 


An elderly quaker, being joined in the 'band of 
"wedlock with a briſk widow of the ſame perſuaſion, 
as he was entering the ſneets with her on the wed- 
ding night, he called for the Lord to dire? him: 
6 Nay (ſaith Tabitha) the Lord frengthen thee, and 
Iwill direct thee.” | 


A gentleman coming into a choir, where there 
was none of the beſt muſic in the world, hearing 
them finging, Have mercy upon us miferable 
ſüintzers:“ “ Ay, ſays he, they might very well have 
faid, Have mercy upon us miſerable ſingers. 


A man complained to his wife ſhe brought him 
nothing: you lie like a rogue, ſays ſhe, for I bring 
you boys and girls without your help, 11 
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A certain clergyman in the weſt of England, be- 
ing at the point of death, a neighbouring brother, 
who had ſome intereſt with his patron, applied to 
him for the next preſentation z upon which the 
former, who ſoon after recovered, upbraided him 
with a breach of friendſhip, and ſaid, he wanted 
his death. ** No, no, doctor, ſays the other, you 
£ quite miſtake, it was your living I wanted.” 


A pretty maid having her valentine pinned on 
her ſleeve, a gentleman aſked her if her ſleeve was 
to be let? © Yes, ſays ſhe, tis to be let alone; but 
« my petticoats are to be taten up when I have a 
fit opportunity, and like my company.“ 


One was talking of a woman that always hit her 
huſband in the teeth with his horas ; ſays a ſimple- 
ton who was in company, What a fool he was 
4+ to let his wife know he was a cuckold.” 


An Iriſh compoſitor of a certain Engliſh news- 
paper, was furniſhed by an Iriſh collector, with the 
$ollowing articles of intelligence, which were ac- 
tually printed off verbatim, in ſeveral] copies. 

« Laſt Sunday morning a boat going from Tem- 


ple ſtairs to Lambeth, was overſet in the high wind 


2 little below Deptford, and all the paſſengers un- 
fortunately drowned, except one lady, who has 


left a diſconſolate widow, big with child, and ſeven 


ſmall children.“ 

« The diverſions of Vauxhall gardens opened 
laſt night; it was a remarkable fine evening for 
the time of year; and it is computed there were 
upwards of twenty thouſand of the firſt nobility pre- 
ſent.” 4 | 


The old lord Stamford taking a bottle with the 
| parſon 


3 | 
parfon of the pariſh, was commending his- own 
wine, Here, Doctor, ſaid he, I can fend a couple 
of Ho—Ho—Ho—Hounds to Fra- Fra France, 
(for his lordſhip had a great impediment in bis 
ſpeech) and have a Ho- Ho Hogſhead of wine for 
them. What do you ſay to that, Doctor? hy, 
my lord, replies the Doctor, I think your lordſbip 
has your wine dog- cheap. | 


The late beau Naſh often played tricks with 
others; and, upon certain occaſions, received very 
ſevere retaliations, Being at Yor4# races, and having 
loſt all his money, ſome of his companions agreed 
to equip him with fifty guineas, upon this proviſo, 
that he ſhould ſtand at the great door of the minſter 
in a blanket, as the people werecomingout of church. 
To this propoſal he readily agreed; but the dean 
coming by, unfortunately knew bim. What, ſays 
the Doctor, Mr. Nath in maſquerade? Only a 
Yorkſhire penance, Mr. Dean, for keeping bad com- 
pany, quoth Nah, pointing to his companions, 


| Fa—te remarked, upon the demiſe of doctor 
B—n, that the eſtimator had cut his throat, to 
prove 22 in parvo) the reQitude of all his 
concluſions upon the manners and principles of the 
times; being the ſum total of all his theoretical di- 
diſions, reduced to this ſingle and conciſe rule of 


practice. 


A perſon aſked an Iri/hman why he wore his 
ſtockings the wrong ſide outwards ? Who anſwered, 


Becauſe there was an hole on the other ſide. 


The following anecdote of the late facetious B—ll 
Th—ne, eſq. was communicated by himſelf, and may 
therefore be depended on. . „„ 
> 10% | 2 When 
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When he was a ſtudent at Oxford, having a na- 
tural turn for gaiety,. and being a good deal circum- 
ſcribed in his finances, he was ſometimes obliged to 
have recourſe to ſtratagem for ways and means; he 
had lately had two new fuits of cloaths, and antici- 
pated his taylor's demands by a fiftitious bill, for. 
which upon remitting it to his father, he received 
the amount by the return of the poſt. The fight of 
ſo much caſh, which he had been unaccuſtomed to, 
animated him with an uncommon flow of ſpirits,. 
which were not to be indulged in ſcholaſtic exer- 
Ciſes, fo that he iarmediately ſet out for the capital; 
and having there equipped himſelf with a bag wig 
and ſword, he accompanied his dulcinea to the 
play in the pit. The ſecond muſic was ſcarce 
finiſhed, before his father came and placed himſelf 
in the ſeat before him: and preſently turning round 
was a good deal itartled at ſeeing a figure that ſo 
much reſembled his ſon—** What Bl, ſaid he, 
© are you there?“ But B ll, who knew nothing: 
could befriend him upon this occaſion but effron- 
tery, reſolved to brazen it out, turned to his lady 
and chatted with her, not paying any attention to. 
the old gentleman's inquiries. His father was how- 
ever very diflatisfied, notwithſtanding B—II's diſ- 
guiſe, and retired before the play was finiſhed, 
much chagrined. Upon his return home he found- 
an intimate friend, to whom he communicated the 
cauſe of the mortification he had received, and 
added, that * he would burn his will, and cut ſuch 
an ungtateful raſcal off with aſhilling-—an unnatu- 
ral ſcoundre], who had publickly diſowned his fa- 
ther.” —Mr., T—'s friend endeavoured to ſoften, 
his paſſion, and diſſuade him from ſo precipitate an 
act, ſaying, that he could not poſſibly think it was 
Bannel Mr. IT- had ſeen, and that his dreſs was * 
proof. 
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[ 47 ] 
proof of the miſtake. This however did not 
prevent his perſevering in the reſolution of 
revoking his will, till his friend agreed to 
ſet out early the next morning for Oxford, and 
there receive ſatisfactory intelligence. Bil, con- 
vinced of his critical ſituation, ſet out poſt for Ox- 
ford as ſoon as the play was finiſhed, and got there 
time enough to be at morning prayers. His father 
arrived there with his friend in the evening, and 
upon inquiry finding his ſon was at college, and had 


been at prayers that very morning, he returned 


fully ſatisfied with B—1!'s filial duty. 


A young lady who was juſt come out of the. 
country, and affected to dreſs in a very plain man- 
ner, was fitting on a bench at Bath, as Naſh and 


ſome of his companions were paſling by; upon 


which, turning to one of them, he ſaid, There's 


a ſmart country girl, I will have ſome diſcourſe 
with her. Then going up to the lady, So child, 


fays he, you are juſt come to Bath, I ſee; Fes, Sir, 
anſwered the lady: and you have been a good girl 
in the country, and learned to read your book, I 
hope: Yes, Sir. Pray now, ſays he, let me exa- 
mine you: I know you have read your bible, and 
the hiſtory of Tobit and his dog ; now can you tell 


me what was the dog's name? Yes, Sir, ſays ſhe, his 


name was. Naſh, and an impudent dog he was. 


A facetious canon of Vindſor, taking his even- 
ing-walk as ufual into the town, met one of the 
vicars at the caſtle- gate, returning home ſomewhat 
elevated with generous port. So, ſays the canon 
from whence come you ? I don't know, Mr. Ca- 


non, replies the vicar ; I have been ſpinning out this 


afternoon with a few friends. Ay, and now, ſays the 
canon, you are reeling it home. 
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It was a ſaying of Bon—ll's, © If marriage he a 
potion I muſt ſwallow, let the pill, atleaſt, be gild- 
ed, that it may the leaſt nauſeate,” But T—n, 
like many other of the faculty, omitted the ſweets. 
of his own preſcription when he took it, and ſwal- 
lowed the doſe like Benedick the married: 
man. 


Mr. Thomas Fuller, a man admired for his wit, 
but whoſe great fault was, that he would rather. 
loſe his friend than his jeſt, having made ſome 
verſes upon a ſcolding wife, Dr. Couſins, his patron 
and benefactor, hearing them repeated, deſired Mr. 
Euler to oblige him with a copy of them; to whom 
he very imprudently, though wittily replied, *Trs. 
needleſs togive ycu a copy, Doctor, for you have the ori- 
ginal, 


Ly Cr, being an evidence in a court of juſ- 
tice, and very ſeverely croſs- examined by the 


counſel for the oppoſite party, was for a ſhort time 


at a ſtand to reply to a very uncommon queſtion ;. 
but recovering herſelf, ſhe ſet the court in a titter, 
by faying—* What has been my.ruin, Sir, has been 
your making, I mean impudence, Sir.“ 


An aQreſs, belonging to Drury-Tane theatre, 
ſomewhat vain of her ſinging, was*tuning her pipes 
in the green-room, whilſt an ator, remarkable 
for his ſtrength of expreſſion, ſat in a penſive po- 
ſture, with a chew of tobacco in his mouth. Mr. 
Gravity, ſays the lady, don't you think I ſing like 
Signora, &c. Rot me, madam, if I was think-- 
ing about you, quoth he. Why how now, ſauce- 
box, ſays ſhe, 'tis not long fince I faw you act 
the part of Timothy Rag, in your own cloaths,. and 


the whole houſe obſerved you was well drefled = 
| : the 


R 


b 


LT! 
the part. Madam, ſays the actor, if Jputting upon 
you was not taking notice of you, I would do it. 


It is not long fince Tom K—, one of 
'T halia's greateſt favourites, but whoſe cauſe the 
blind goddeſs had never till now eſpouſed, meeting 
with a certain ſporting gentleman, under the pi- 
azza in Covent-Garden, they retired to an adja- 
cent tavern to take a main at hazard for fiveguineas.. 
Tom ſoon loft his firſt ſtake, and with much reſig- 
nation eat his ſupper and drank his bottle. His ad- 
verſary, however, propoſed to him a ſecond. main,, 
which Tom at firſt refuſed engaging in, ſaying, he 
had not, he believed, money enough about him to 
anſwer the bett; but this was over- ruled by his 
adverſary replying, his word was ſufficient for a. 


hundred times the ſum» They renewed the party, 


and in a few hours Tom won two thouſand four hun- 
dred guineas. Tom's wife, who by the bye is a very. 
good one, had ſat up all night as uſual, after hav- 
ing ſent every where in ſearch of him, without be- 
Ing able to- gain any tidings, when he returned 


from his lucky vigil. Her enquiries were naturally 


very preſſing to know where he had been, and what 
had kept him out ſo long ; to all which he made 
no other anfwer than very peremptorily ſaying, 
fring me a bible.“ A bible! ſhe re-echoed 


' with-ſome ejaculation, © I hope you have not poĩ- 


ſoned yourſelf.” Bring me a bible,” continued 
Tom. —“ I ſuppoſe,” ſhe reſumed, you have loft 
ſome great ſum but never mind, wecan work for 
more.” Bring me a bible, I ſay,“ ſtill uttered 


Tom. Good lord, what can be the matter?“ 


faid Mrs. K—, 1 don't believe there is ſuch a 
thing in the houſe, without it be in the maid's 
room.“ Thither ſhe-went, and found part of one 
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: [ 44 J 
without a cover; when, having brought it te Tom, 
he fell upon his knees, and * a moſt fervent oath 
never to touch a die or card again; whilſt ſhe all 
the time endeavoured to alleviate his grief, of 
which ſhe conſidered this as the effuſion, owing to 
fome very conſiderable toſs. When he had finiſh- 
ed and rofe up, he flung fourteen hundred pounds 
in bank notes upon the table, ſaying, There, my 
dear, is fourteen hundred pounds I have won to- 
night, and I ſhall receive a thouſand more by to-morrow 
noon, and I'll be d—d if I ever riſe a guinea of it 
again. | | 


A very different fate about this period attended 
our modern Theſpis, who after having cleared near 
three thoufand pounds by the repreſentation of the 
Devil upon Two Sticks, ſet out for Bath, to en- 
joy good company and the amuſements of that place. 
Gaming is ſo immediately connected with them, 
that it is difficult to enjoy them, without ſumetimes 
engagiꝑg at that deſtructive paſtime. A party at the 
Tuns, ſomewhat elevated with liquor, propoſed 
dice, and Theſpis loſing his laſt ſhilling, was once 
more compelled to itinerate for fame or bread. He 
had previouſly invited ſome friends to breakfaſt with 
him the next morning ; but his ſpirits being ſome- 
what depreſſed, he hung out at his chamber-door 
the fignals of his diſtreſs, his breeches with their 
pockets turned inſide out, and an empty purſe pin- 
ned to the garters. Whilſt his intended gueſts 
were endeavouring to account for this extraordina- 
ry phenomenon, Theſpis was engaged in writing 
to his friend M—p in Dublin, whom he acquainted 
with the ill ſucceſs of the infernal epilogue to the De- 
vil upon Two Sticks, which had reduced him to a flats 
'of damn'd penury, from which nothing but a helliſp good 
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men of his diabolical majeſ/ly. in. Crow- Street couli re. 
trieve him. „ 


General O, the greateſt political coffee- 
houſe orator of the age, was very lately entering 
into the juſt rights of the colonies, and conſidering 
how far they were virtually and legally repreſented, 
to a group of auditors, till he at length diſmiſſed them 
all very con/titutionally to their dinners, except one, 
whom he had very judiciouſly (as he thought) ſecu- 
red by the button of his coat; but turning round to 
the waiter to order ſome capilaire, to enable him to 
wind up the bottom of his arguments, he found up- 
on reſuming his former poſition, that the only au- 
ditor left him was.the button in his. hand, at the; 
price of which his laſt hearer had made his eſ- 
cape, 


A poor but worthy clergyman, who poſſeſſed only 
a ſmall leureſhip, from the income of which he 
had a large family to maintain, had been under the 
neceffity, h;oupn om ep f family ſickneſſes, 
&c, of contracting debts with ſeverai in ine par, 
and, being unable to anſwer their demands, ab- 
ſconded for ſome time for fear of being troubled; 
and, inſhort, was ſo aſhamed of facing his creditors, 
that he even prevailed with a friend to officiate for 
him on ſundays. However, conſidering this me- 
thod of life could not laſt long, he took courage, 
and reſolved to preach the following ſunday before 
his pariſhioners; when he took his text from the 
New Teſtament, in theſe words, have patience, and 
{ will pay you all. He divided his diſcourſe into 
two general heads ; firſt, have patience, ſecondly and- 


Twill pay you all. He then expatiated very largely 


and elegantly. on that moſt chriſtian virtue, Pati- 
ence ;, after which, and now, ſays he, having 2 
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[46] 
with my firſt head, viz. have patience, J come to 
my ſecond, and laft general head, which is and I will 
Pay you all; — but that I muſt defer to another oppor- 
tunity. Which excellent concluſion fo pleaſed his 


creditors, that they gave him his own time to pay 


bis debts, aſſuring him, that they would never 
trouble him. 


A certain nobleman as famous for his courage as 
His wit, being a ſhort time fince at Cornelys's, hav- 
ing his ſpectacles on, and looking about for ſome of 
his female acquaintance, in deſpair, thus addrefled 
an old .ſchool-fellow of his“ Egad Tom, it is 
impoſſible to meet with a woman one knows; ſor- 
merly, one was ſure of finding ſome of one's female 
acquaintance, when they wore their own natural 
faces—but now, they are all in maſquerade; the 
only difference between this and that in the Hay-market 
is, that there they wear black velvet maſks ; here they. 
eonfeſt of white lead and vermillion.; but the deception 
is equal.” | 42 

A proper fequel to this anecdote, is what lord 
C ſaid, upon being aſked, when Lady — 
was at court ? No one has ſeen her face here theſe 


* 


ten years.“ 


An arch boy, belonging to one of the ſhips of 
war at Port/mouth, had purchaſed of his play fellows 
a magpye, which he carried to his father's houſe, 
and was at the door feeding it, when a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, who had an impediment in 
his ſpeech, coming up, T—-T—T—Tom, ſays the 
gentleman, can your mag T—=T—Talkyet © Ay, Sir, 


ſays the boy, better than you, or Id wring his head 


Tom Clark, of St. John's, deſired a fellow of the 
| | ſame 


to 
ilk 


19 


LEE | 

fame college to lend him biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of 
the Reformation; the other told him he could not 
poſſibly ſpare it out of his chambers, but if he pleaſed 
he might come there and read in it all day long, 
Some time after, the ſame gentleman ſends to Tom, 
to borrow his bellows; Tom ſent him word, he 
could not poſſibly ſpare them out of his chamber, but he 
might come there and blow all day long if he would. 


Jemmy L—, whoſe character needs no comment, 
being one night pretty late at cards, at the St. James's 
coffee-houſe, at length roſe up and ſaid, He had 
nothing now to do but throw himſelf into the arms 
of Morpheus.” A certain lord, who is more fa- 
mous for his wit than good-nature, aſked him, 
« If Ganymede would not be equally agreeable to 
him?” a | 


A lady's age happening to be queſtioned, ſhe af- 
firmed it was but forty, and called a gentleman who 
was in company, to deliver his opinion. Couſin, 
ſaid ſhe, do you believe I am right, when I fay am, 
but forty? I am ſure, madam, ſaid he, I ought not to 
diſpute it; for I have conflantly heard you ſay ſo for 
above theſe ten years. | 1 


One Bambridge, a cobling watch- maker, meeting 
Tompion one day in Moorfields, ſtopped him, and ta- 
King him Þy the hand, ſaid he was heartily glad to 
ſee him. Tompion expreſſed his ſurprize, ſaying 
Bambridge had the advantage of him. }#/4y, Sir,” 
ſaid he, ** don't you know me? Hu and I are the two 
moſt famous men of the trade.” Indeed, ſaid Tom- 
pion, may 1 crave your name © *©* Bambridze, Sir,” 
—* I never beard of is before, Sir; are you in the re- 
peating or the flop way,” rejoined Tompion. Neither, 
Sir,” relumed Bambridge : yet Ttell you once more, 
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te are the two moſ? foe: men of the trade==Yau for 
being the beſt, and I for being the worſt watch-maker 
in the world.” 5 | 
A young lady with a good fortune, having beſtows 
ed herſelf on a wild young fellow; Well, ſays the 
old lady, her aunt, for all you were ſo eager to haue him, 


you will have your Belly full of him in alittle time, TI 


warrant you. | 


Some gentlemen t'other day boaſting of their an- 
ceſtors, an arch wag ſtanding by, ſaid he believed 
he was of a more ancient family than any of them, 
and could trace his pedigree in a lineal deſcent from 
king Lud. Ay ! ſays one of them, how do 
you make that out? hy, Sir, ſaid he, it was my 
misfortune to be put into Ludgate for-a debt of fifty 
ſbillings, and I made my eſcape down a rope. 


A certain little German baron, whom the world 
has been ſo ungenerous to, as to ſuppoſe he lived 
entirely by gaming, was ſome time {ſince at Scar- 
borough, and playing at piquet whilſt dinner was 
preparing, and the forks and knives laid at an adja- 
cent table, his adverſary being provoked at an un- 
remitting ſeries'of ill luck, and ſuſpecting that two 
aces were concealed under one of his hands, moſt 
barbarouſly pinioned it to the table with a fork, ſay- 
ing, by G-, baron, I have detected you now.” 


; The ſequel of this adventure was as fatal to the ba- 


ron as the beginning, for not only the aces were by 
ſome unaccountable accident found under his hand, 
but the implacable foe in his wrath threw the unfor- 


tunate German nobleman out of a one pair of ſtairs 


window into the ſtreet. All the conſolation the 
baron met with upon this oecaſion, was from that 
arch wag F— te, who happened to be paſſing at 

| 5 that 
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that time, and to whom the baron related his la- 
mentable ſtory Have I not always, ſaid H—te, 
difſuaded, you, baron, from playing ſo high.” | 

A gentleman, telling a lady that.a certain apo- 
thecary was broke, and obliged to ſhut up ſhop, 
| ſhe enquired the cauſe; to which the gentleman 
replied, he was ſo honeſt a man, that inſtead of 
loading his patients with medicines, as is too com- 
mon a practice, he adviſed them to take the whole- 
ſome air, and of courſe loſt the profits ariſing from 
the ſale of his drugs. Poor man! ſays ſhe, it is 
_ he could nat live by the air, though his patients 
could. | | 


Dr. -= coming out of Tom's coffee-houſe, 
an impudent broken apothecary met him at the 
door, and deſired he would lend him five guineas. 
How! ſaid the doctor, I am ſurprized you ſhould apply 
to me for ſuch a favour, who don't know you! Oh! 
dear Sir, teplied the apothecary, it is for that very 
reaſon I aſk it, for thoſe wha know me won't lend me 
a fartbing. : 

An honeſt French dragoon, in the ſervice of Lewis 
XIV. having caught a fellow in bed with his wife, 
after ſome words told him, he would let him eſcape 
that time; but, if ever he found him there again, 
he would throw his hat out at the window. Not- 
withſtanding this terrible threat, in a few days he 
caught the ſpark in the ſame place, and was as gaod 
as his word]; ſenſible of what he had done, he poſted 
away to the place where he knew the king was 
to be; and throwing himſelf at his Majelty's feet, 
implored his pardon. The king aſked what his of- 

fence was? He told him how he had been abuſed, 
Well, well, ſaid the king, laughing, I very rea- 
dily forgive you, conſidering your provocation; I 

F think 


1 
think you was much in the right to throw hig hat 
out of the window, Yes, and may it pleaſe you, my 
liege, but his head was in it, faid the dragoon. 
Was it, replied the king, well my word is paſ- 


| The rev. Mr. Vhiſion, the famous aſtronomer, 

made a calculation, that the world would be at an 
endin eighteen years, and, ſome time after, being 
about to diſpoſe of a little eſtate, he aſked the buyer 
thirty years purchaſe ; upon which in great ſurprize, 
the gentleman demanded, With what face he could 
aſt ſo much, when he well knew the world would be at 


an end in little more than half the time © 


 Adyerin a court of juſtice being ordered to hold 
up his hand, which was all black; Take of your 
glove, friend, ſaid the judge to him. Put on your 
ſpectacles, my lord, anſwered the dyer. 


Pope, who, whatever his other good qualities 
might be, certainly was not much troubled with 
good nature, was one evening at Buiton's coffee- 
houſe, where he and a ſet of literati had got poring 
over a manuſcript of the Greek comic poet Ariſlo- 
phanes, in which they found a paſſage they could not 
- comprehend: as they talked pretty loud, a young offi- 
cer who ſtood by the fire, heard their conference, and 
begged that he might be permitted to look at the paſ= 
age Ohl ſays Pope ſarcaſtically, by all means, pray 
let the young gentleman look at it, upon which 
the officer took up the book, and conſidering a 
while, faid,fthat there only wanted a note of inter- 
rogation to make the whole intelligible: which 
was really the caſe; and pray, maſter, ſays Pope, 
{piqued perhaps at being out-done by a red- coat) 


what is a note of interrogation? A note of inter- 
rogation 
2 


. 

rogation, replied the youth, with a look of the ut- 

moſt contempt, is a /ittle crooked thing that aſks 

queſtions : Tis ſaid however, that Pope was ſo de- 

lighted with the wit, that he forgave the ſarcaſm 
on his perſon. | 


Miſs „ Whoſe chara der has been made a 
little free with, being at ſome public place, tript 
and fell upon her back; but recovering herſelf im- 
mediately, ſome of the company obſerved with what 
a2ility ſhe ſprung up, and how little confuſion ſhe 
was in; to which a gentleman only anſwered this, 
Practice makes per fect. | 


A Quaker came before two judges at an aſſize 
in Ireland, as a witneſs, when he mide frequent 
uſe of the words alſo and likewiſe : prithee man, 
cried one of their lotdſhips, why do you vary thete 
words fo often, have they not both the ſame ſigni- 
fication ? No, truly, ſaid the Quaker, their meaning 
is very different: as for example, ſeijeant Betr/- 
worth is a judge upon this bench, thou art one 4½ , 
but not litewiſe. 


A gentleman who had not ſeen his friend a great 
while, complained that they never met; well, 
ſays the friend, be comforted, we ſhall meet in the 
other world: If we do, ſays the gentleman, Pl be 
damned, 


Quin the player, famous for his repartees, dined , 
in the country with a certain great d—ke, who 


made an apolology for treating his gueſts only with 
port wine, becauſe his butler had loſt the key of 
his claret cellar. After dinner, he took them into 
the garden to ſhew them an oſtrich ; and, among 
other ſtrange qualities which appertained to that 
creature, told them it could digeſt iron. Then my 
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lord, ſays Quin, I ſuppoſe it was he that ſwallowed 
the key of your Grace's cellar. | | 


A man who for many years had employed his 
time and money in different ſchemes, in hopes of 
making a fortune, but was greatly diſappointed, 


and in ſhort reduced to the miſery of a jail, 
(the fate of many honeſt, ingenious projectors ;). 
and being viſited one day by a good friend who 
relieved him, and aſked him how he came to be in 
that unhappy condition? he anſwered, You muſt 
know, Sir, I have long paid my addreſſes to that good 
lady, Dame Fortune, and I thought ſhe ſeemed to give 
me ſome diflant encouragement; but, in ſhort, ſhe 
abandoned me, and I unluckily am wedded to her 
daughter Mis. Fortune, who has] find been common 
to many beſide myſelf. 


The eerl of C—-— 4, a nobleman of too much 
fortitude and greatneſs of ſoul to be ſhaken with 
every breath, was in Jreland during the late rebel- 
lion in Scotland, and one morning, when it was re- 
ported that the Roman Catholicks were about to 
riſe, a gentleman ran into his chamber very ab- 
ruptly, My lerd, my lord, we are undone, ſays he, all 
Ireland are expetted to be up immediately, Why, 
what's o cla? ſays the nobleman, Ten, my lord, 
anſwered the gentleman. Ill then, truly, ſays his 
lordſhip very calmly, Pl] get up myſelf, for I think 
every man ſhould be up at ten o'clock. 


A clergyman of a facetious turn of mind who 
lived in Sz ſeæ, a coaſt on which ſhip-wrecks have 
frequently happened, and where, upon fuch oc- 
caſions, the iohabitan's inſtead of aſſiſting the un- 
fortunate in their diſtreſs, uſed to plunder all they 


could lay hands on, and treat the people ill; and 
were 


3 $68 3 
were ſokeen at the news of a wreck, that they would 
leave all manner of buſineſs to plunder. A miſ- 
fortune of this kind happening one Sunday, during 


the time of divine ſervice, the alarm was given, A 


Wreck! 4 Wreck! upon which they began to 
ſcamper out with great precipitation; which our 
parſon perceiving, opened the pulpit door, and, 
walking down the ſtairs, called out at the ſame 
time, with a loud voice, Brethren, let me intreat you 
to hear five words more. They turned about with 
impatient attention, to hear what the preacher had 
to ſay, who making haſtily up to them, ſaid, Let 
2s all flart fair: which odd behaviour had the de- 
ſired effect; as he meant only to go with them, in 
order to prevent their abuſing the ſhips crew, which 
often happened. | 


Some ladies and gentlemen were playing at what 


are my thoughts like : A lady thought, and aſked the 
queſtion ; when a gentleman told her, her thought 
was like a ſhrimp: pray, Sir, ſays ſhe, why is lord 
A—n like a ſhrimp? He immediately anſwered, 
becauſe madam, his head and tail are good for no- 
thing. | 


On Mr. Garri's playing Romeo, and Mr. Bar- 


ry's being at Covent-Garden, who always played 
the part at Drury-Lane before; when Juliet in 
the garden ſcene cried, ch! Romeo, Romeo, where- 
fore art thou Romeo? A fellow from the upper 
gallery bauled out, becauſe Barry's gone to the other 
houſe, by Gd. 


Taylor the oculift, who is a great coxcomb, told 
a lady once, that he knew her thoughts by her eyes: 
do you, ſays ſhe, then I am ſure you will keep 
them ſecret, for they are no way to your advantage. 
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A young fellow, who fancied himſelf poſſeſſed of 
talents ſufficient to cut a figure on the ſtage in 
comedy, offered himſelf to the manager of Covent 
Garden theatre, who deſired him to give a ſpecimen 
of his abilities before Mr. Quin, the celebrated 
player. After he had rehearſed a ſpeech or two, 
in a wretched manner, Quin aſked him, with a con- 
temptuous ſneer, whether he had ever done any part 
in comedy. The young fellow anſwered, that he 
had the part of Abel in the Alchymiſt. To which 
uin replied, with that ſarcaſtical turn peculiar to 
himſelf, You miſtabe, boy, it was the part of Cain yon 
acted; for I am ſure you murdered Abel. 


Another time one of equal vanity and inability 
offered himſelf at the fame theatre, for tragedy x 
who, according to cuſtom, was to ſpeak before 
Mr. Quin juſt as he began to rant forth a tragedy 
ſpeech, a dog, that was running about the ſtage at 


the ſame time, ſet up a terrible how]: upon which, 


uin aſked whoſe dog it was, and being informed, 
he cried out, He's a dog of good judgment, by G—. 
and walked off, without ſtaying to hear the ſpeech 
out. | 


An Trihþ gentleman began to fcold his ſervant 
for not being within call; upon which the fellow 
told him, he was at the ſame time ſent out of a 
meſſage: ſays he, recollecting himſelf, it. is very 
true indeed; and you could not be in zwo places: 
at once, without you were à bird. | 


On the death of the late glorious king William 
and the acceſſion of Queen Aune to the throne of 
theſe realms, a young clergyman, whoſe talents were 
purely evangelic, aſked a friend what alterations 
were neceſlary to be made in reading the n 
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of the church upon that occaſion ? His friend anſwer- 
ed, no other than that where he ſaid king before, he 
muſt then ſay queen; and where he ſaid lord he 
muſt ſay lady : our Levite went away well edified 
by his friend's inſtructions, as you ſhall hear; for the 
next Sunday, when he was reading divine ſervice, 
and came to this prayer, Almighty King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, he, with an audible voice, be- 
gan, Almeghty Queen of Queens and Lady of Ladies. 


The ſame hopeful parſon uſed to be very prolix 
in his ſermons, which many of his congregatiore 
complained of; among the reſt his mother once 
took him to taſk about it; upon which he told her 
that he did not know when to leave off, Well 
then, my dear, faid ſhe, take notice of me, and E 
will, when I think your ſermon has been long 
enough, put my finger up- to my noſe, after which 
you muſt take the firſt opportunity to conclude. 
Accordingly, the next ſermon day, his mother was: 
in her feat at church, which ſtood juſt oppoſite the 
pulpit, from whence her ſon had a full view of her, 
and watched for the ſignal ;. this ſhe unfortunately 
gave, juſt as he was telling his hearers, what virtues 
were neceſlary for them to practiſe ;. and that if they 
failed to do them, they would certainly be damned, 
which, ſays he, (in conſequence of his mother's 
ſign) That you may all be, God of his infinite mercy 
_ grant. | 


Some time after the Ho—ble Mr. T—/hend had 
given up his commiſſion in the guards, he went 
one morning to the parade, where colonel Fita m, 
who was remarkable for being a tale-bearer to his 
x—| h—nefs the d—e, was looking over the ex- 
erciſe, in order that if any thing was wrong; he 
wight:carry it. Upon ſeeing Mr. 7 —ſbend, What 
T ==ſhends, 


carpet in the patlour, and he ordered a new white 
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T—/hend, ſays he, though you have left us, T ſee 
you ſtill come here as a ſpectator. Les, ſays the 
other, and you come here as a tatler. 


A gentleman, who was very moroſe and ill- na- 
tured at home in his family, was remarkably face- 
tious and merry abroad, inſomuch that he was more 
than ordinarily entertaining wherever he went; 
which occaſioned a lady once, at a merry- meeting 
where he was, to ſay to one preſent, who knew 
him well - Surely, if that gentleman is married, his 
wife muſt be extremely happy; for he is quite the fiddle 
of the company. Very true, madam, (ſays the per- 
ſon ſhe ſpoke to) but he always hangs his fiddle up 
at the door when he goes home. = 


A cocket-writer at the cuſtom-houſe, whoſe 
hand was as unintelligible as you can conceive 
any ſcrawl to be, was one day called upon by the 
board to explain his writing; and after puzzling 
himſelf ſome time to no purpoſe, Gentlemen, ſaid 
he, I beg you'll ſend for ſome other perſon to explain 
it, for it is no part of my buſineſs. I am coctet- 


writer, and not cocket reader. 


F—te, ſome time ago, too a houſe at Ham- 
merſmith, that was advertiſed to be completely 
furniſhed. But he had not been there long before 
the cook complained there was never a rolling-pin 
No,“ ſaid he, ©* then bring me a ſaw, I'll ſoon 
make one.” which he accordingly did of one of 
the ' mahogany bed-poſts, The next day it was 
diſcovered there wanted a. coal-ſcuttle ; and he 
ſupplied this deficiency with a drawer from a curi- 
ous japan cheſt of drawers. . There was never a 
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cotton counterpane to be laid to ſave the boards. 


His landlord paying him a viſit to enquire how he 


liked his new reſidence, was greatly aſtoniſhed to 
find ſuch diſorder, as he conſidered it: he remon- 
ſtrated to Mr. F— te, and complained of the inju- 
ry his furniture had ſuſtained; but the genius in- 
ſiſted upon it, all the complaint was on his ſide, 


conſidering the trouble he had been at to ſupply ; 


thoſe neceſſaries, notwithſtanding he had advertiſ- 
ed his houſe completely furniſhed. The landlord 
now. threatened the! law; and F—te threatened 


to take him off, ſaying, an auctioneer was a fruit- 


ful character. This laſt conſideration weighed 
mY the landlord, and he quietly put up with his 
oſs. 


An Engliſh gentleman being in Brechnockfhire of- 
ten diverted himſelf with ſhooting; but being ſuſpect- 


ed not to be qualified by one of the buſy Welch juſti- 


ccs, his worſhip told him, ifhe did not produce his 


qualification he ſhould not ſhoot there; for, ſaid he, 1 
have two little manors. Yes, Sir, ſaid the Engliſb gen- 


tleman, any body may perceive that. Perceive what, 
cries the juſtice ? That you have too little manners, 
ſaid the other. | 


A gentleman ſpeaking of Kitty Fiſher, the fa- 
mous courtezan, who had always abundance of 


fine cloaths, ſaid She was like a ſquirrel, for ſhe 


covered her back with ber tail. 


The ſame lady, playing one night at queſtions 
and commands, aſked captain M—, of the guards, 
„Why did women pout the moſt, when they were 
the moſt pleaſed?” To which he replied “ Becauſe, 


Jet them be ever ſo obſtinate in the beginning, they 


always knock under at laſt.” 
An 
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An honeft Highlander walking along Holborn, 
heard a voice cry, Rogue Scot, Rogue Scot “ His 
northern blood, fired at the inſult, drew his broad 
ſword, looking round him on every ſide to diſco- 
ver the object of his indignation ; at laſt he found 


it came from a parrot perched in a balcony with- 


in his reach: but the generous Scot, diſdaining to 
ſtain his truſty blade with ſuch ignoble blood, puts 
up his fword again, with a ſour ſmile, ſaying, Cin 
ye were a man as you are a green geuſe, I would 
ſplit your weem., | 


A certain bluſtering captain being one day at 
the St. James's coffee-houſe, and uſing ſome free- 
doms with lord D—, he took the captain by the 
collar and kicked him out. The captain came in 
again, without any viſible embarraſſment, and ſeat- 
ing himſelf by the door, hummed a tune, till a cer- 


tain gentleman, who was ſuppoſed to roll his cha- 


riot upon the four aces, made his appearance. Up- 
on which the captain roſe, and taking him by the 
collar, damned him for a raſcal and a ſcoundrel, 
and kicked him outof the room, which having done, 
he ſeated himſelf by lord -D—, whoſe paſhon by 
this time was ſomewhat abated. Why captain 


| (faid lord D—) your brave fit was juſt now upon 


you—how could you muſter ſo much courage ?— 
„Oh!“ ſaid the captain, „your lordſhip is ſenſible, 
it all depends'upon knowing one's man.” 


A gentleman was ſaying one day at the Tilt-yard 
coffee-houſe, when it rained exceeding hard, that 


it put him in mind of the general deluge. Zoons, 


Sir, ſaid an old Campaigner, who ſtood by, who 


is that? I have heardof all the generals in Europe 


but him, 
One 


! 


One of our late kings was riding a hunting, and 


coming to a gate which he muſt go through, ſaw 
a country clown at it, and. ſaid, Prithee fellow, 
open the gate: the fellow knowing who he was, 
ſays, No, and pleaſe your grace, I am not worthy of 
that office, but I will run and tell Mr. Holt, who is a 
Juſtice of peace two miles off, and he ſhall come and 
open it for your grace. So he ran away, and left 
the king to open the gate himſelf. Is | 


F—te being one day walking in the Park, and at 


length tired, ſeated himſelf on a bench, where was a 
young fellow, who preſently began to hum a tune, 
pretty loud, but moſt diſſonantly diſgreeable. It gra- 
ting the genius's ears, who was not diſpoſed to re- 
move, he ſaid to the chanter, Pray, Sir, may I be 
ſo bold as to aſk you which houſe you belong to; for 
T think I recolle& your agreeable voice upon the 
ſtage.” The ſtranger with ſome ſurprize, replied, he 


was certainly miſtaken, for he did not belong to ei- 


ther houſe ; Good G-,“ reſumed F— te, it is 
a thouſand pities, you would be a great addition to 
the vocal performers—may I crave your name, Sir, 
that I may recommend you to my friend Garrick ; 
he will be vaſtly happy in ſuch an acquiſition.” It 


were almoſt needleſs to add, the vocal muſician 


could neither ſing nor fit any longer. 


It was lately obſerved by Lord C—, that the 
powers of Europe, and the politics of its courts, 


have often been compared to a game at quadrille ; 


but that Hoyle himſelf would be baffled with ſpadille 
forced, and a king called, if England and France 


were to paſs. | 

Sir S— G— fitting one day in a coffee-room, 
was much diſturbed with a dog, which was. gnaw- 
4 ing 
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ing a bone under the table, and bid the waiter 
kick him out; but the waiter in the hurry of buſineſs, 
omitted obeying his commands; and the dog {till 
continuing to be very troubleſome, the baronet 
ſwore if he did not kick the dog immediately out, 
he would immediately kick the waiter out. Where- 
upon a young fellow, who ſat next to him, and 
had more vivacity than judgment, addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the baronet ſaying, © Sir, I perceive 
you are not fond of dogs.” —** No, replied the 
other, nor puppies neither,” retiring to the moſt 
diſtant part of the room. 


A purſe-proud niggardly fellow, willing to leave 
ſomething behind him to perpetuate his memory, 
ordered his ſtatue to be carved in marble : when 
finiſhed and brought home, he aſked a friend that 
was preſent, if he thought it like him? O dear 
Sir, ſays he, nothing can be more ſo, it reſembles 


your very body and ſoul. 


A young woman, nineteen weeks after ſhe was 
married, was brought to bed of a fine boy: how 
now, wife ! ſays her huſband, methinks this is 
ſomething too early. No, huſband, you miſtake ; 
we only married a little too late. 0 

ſays he, then if ever we marry again, we will 
marry ſooner for that trick. But huſband, cried 
ſhe, you are ignorant of women going with child, 
for we go twenty weeks by day, and twenty by night ; 
and I came but a fortnight too ſoon. Mell, ſays her 

-huſband, then J am contented, P 


When F—te was informed of Tend—i's marri- 
age in Ireland, he ſaid it was the greateſt inſult that 
ever was offered the Iriſh nation, and that it was 


not at all wonderful they ſhould reſent it ſo highly 
| towards 


E | 
towards him. —Now it he had been married in Eng- 
land, continued he, it would have been nine days 
wonder and a ſong. 


One aſked why a cuckold was ſaid to wear horns ? 
It was anſwered, becauſe the wife was a beaſt, Why, 
replied the other, ſhould not the wife wear them? 
No, ſays another, the huſhand is the head, and 
there they ought to be placed. | 


The old d—fs of M—Ib—h having had a preſent 
made to her of a fine ſtallion, going the next day in- 
to her ſtable-vard, ordered him to be brought out for 
ner to fee, and then would needs have a mare brought 
to him: the groom aſked her which? Old Beſs, ſaid 
ſhe: lord! madam, anſwered the groom, that will be 
to little purpoſe ! Old Beſs is too old to be with foal. 
No matter for that, cried ſhe, it will refreſh the poor 
old creature. By this we may gueſs what her laty+ 
ſhip thought a refreſhment for a poor old creature. 


A very little gentleman was one day a hunting, 
and his ſervant aſked a clown, whether he faw any 
gentleman ride that way? Truly, ſaid he, I ſaw a 
hat upon a ſaddle gailoping that way a while ſince. 


A curious lacquey, who waited upon an anti- 
quated dowager, being diſmiſſed by her in a pet, 
entertained his next maſter with the converſation 
he ſometimes overheard, when the dowagers got 
together. His miſtreſs complained that her penſi- 
oner thought he did very handſomely by her, if he 
viſited her four or five times a week, though ſhe 
allowed him three hundred a year, beſides occaſi. 
onal preſents. A ſecond, who had 'retained a 
chamber counſel of eminence for ſome years, dif. 
covered a pretended female client in his chambers 
who upon enquiry proved to be his miſtreſs, La 

—— was Cf opinion, that the beſt was to pay a 

one 


vw 
has” 
1 

75 
; * 

* 


2371 * 
2 
119 
1.44 
3104 
EE 
3 
= 
. 

E 

'4 

| 
JI 

— 4 
„ 

7 / V2 
4 

3 

3 | 


$2 - ee, 0 vary ep 


fe 52 1 


one went, and then there could be no impoſition. 


The dowager of — joined with lady —, ſaying, 
ſhe had been of this way of thinking theſe fifty 
years palt, and would never alter her plan were 


| ſhe to live fifty years longer. The honourable 
Mrs. — ſaid ſhe had improved upon her ladythip's 
and her grace's ſcheme, and ſhe had her męn al- 

ways ready, as they were neither more nor leſs 


than her own chairmen, whom ſhe always choſe 
to be ſtout Welchmen, as they beat the lriſnmen 


all to nothing in point of punctuality, Miſs —, 


a ſpinſter at fifty four, thought the Parade the fineſt 
place to chuſe, where ſhe could command a whole 
company as cheap as ſome fee'd a ſingle chamber 


- counſel, who perhaps had too many female clients 


to attend properly to her buſineſs. This wicked 


lacquey muſt certainly have been a diſcarded pen- 
ſioner. | 


Colonel L—, who is one of the moſt arrant 


punſters breathing, and who frequently ſtumbles 
upon an excellent double-entendre, being reprehend- 
ed by a lady at his inceſſant attempts at double- 


meaning, replied, it was very true, and he thought 
it no diſgrace to have a double meaning 


in what he ſaid, it being very proper to 
make up for the deficiency of other people's 
ſucceſs who attempted only ſingle meanings. 


When it was reported that Mr. 1 one of the 
patentees of D. L. had ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs 


by not ſucceeding in opening a coal pit, near Ox- 


ford, a certain genius at the Bedford ſaid, he muſt 
certainly be very avaricious, or elſe. he might con- 
tent himſelf with the opening of the pit in D. L. 
which was ſuperior in value to any coal pit in Eng- 

ä land; 
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land ; ; and with reſpect to the vein he ſhoutd en- 
9 to diſcover, it was the true vein of humour 
ſuited to the taſte of the town. 


A certain French author, the initial of whoſe 
name is G—, was ſome time fince the principal 
actor in a tragi-comic-amorous ſcene, He had 
printe a book upon his own account, and received 
the profits ariſing from it; but had forgot the way 
to his printet's ever ſince the laſt ſheet was worked 
of, He ſometimes ſaw his typographiſt, when he 
conſtantly ſhook an empty purſe at him, as an apo- 
logy for the noh-payment of the debt: the honeſt 
printer ſhook his head in turn, but was unwilling 
to trouble the bard, leſt his poverty ſhould be rea). 
Being at length 8 ſome difficulties, and com- 
pelled to make over his effects, the printer's credi- 
tors arreſted the author, as he was coming out of. 
the Orange coffee-houſe, with a monkey under his 
arm, which ſeemed to engage all his attention, 
though he was then in cuſtody of the bailiits, He 
was conducted to a certain lock-up-houſe near Clare- 
marke, where his misfortunes ſeemed to make ve- 
ry little impreſſion on him; for, beſides being n 
company with his favourite monkey, he ſoon made 
acquaintance with a foreign quack, and a fitle de 
jeye, who were in the ſame predicament, The par- 


ties met the next morning, and agreed to compro- 


. mile the affair upon his paying down all the czſh he 


was then poſſeſſed of, which amounted to five 
guineas. After he was releaſed, the plaintiffs four d 
tiemſelves under the neceſſity of paying (beſides tie 

uſual expences cf the houſe) a guinea to the fille de 


ye for a night's company, and half a guinea to the 


quack for a 8 Ns venereal pills. Pox on the 
raſcal,” ſaid th * one of theſe expences might 
certainly have ſuffced him.“ 
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The propriety or impropriety of wearing hair to 
feveral profeſſions, particularly phyſic and the law, 
hath frequently been diſcuſſed, without any preciſe 
determination; but an accident that lately happen- 
ed to a certain bartiſter during the courſe of his 
pleading, Teems to have illuſtrated this matter be- 
yond all argumentation: his periwig fell off in the 
vehemence of his reaſoning, and diſcovered his 
head of hair and his queue tail. This circumſtance 
would not have been ſo mortifying, if his brother 
opponent had not archly obſerved, “thereby hung 
a tail, which he thought his brother on the oppoſite 
t:de would not have diſcovered.“ 


Dick L- is a man of the greateſt adventure in 
the world, and this known character draws upon 
him many uncommon incidents that never could 
happen to any one elſe: he frequently receives fic- 
t.tious letters, which lead him into other appoint— 


ments, and whilſt he fruſtrates another's intrigue, 


he promotes his own that he never expected. Dick 
conftantly anſwers all advertiſements of ſingle ladies 
deſirous to be united in holy wedlock; buckſome 
widows, emulous of being houſe-keepers to fingle 
gentlemen; and even handſome wenches that 
want to be under a man-cook, On the other 
hand when Dick is at a lofs for game, he throws 
in an advertiſement for an agreeable partner for 
life, or during pleaſure: and theſe advertiſements 
are productive of various anſwers, many of which 
are ludicrous : but his great judgment in theſe af- 
fairs generally leads him to diſcover the well-diſpo- 
ſed fair hand from the impoſtor's ſcrawl. Notwith- 
ſtanding this penetration, Dick was lately impoſed 
upon, and the conſequences had like to have been 
fcrious. Dick had advertiſed ſor an agreeable fe- 


| ! 
male companion, and received among other an- 
ſwers, one that had all the air of ſincerity. A ſhort 


corteſpondence took place, which ſtill more corro- 


borated the good diſpoſitions of the lady, and an 
appointment naturally enſued. The rendezvous 
was at a very genteel houſe in Weſtminſter. He 
previouſly inquired in the neighbourhood, if ſuch 
a lady reſided there; and received all poſſible ſatis- 
faction, as to her beauty and merit. Happy Dick 
was punctual to the moment, enquired for the lady, 
and was ſhewn up into the dining- room. The 
Ja dy appeared and enquired his bufineſs—he told her 
it was of ſuch a nature he could rot acquaint her 
With it in preſence of her fervant—ſhe retired—ke 
flung himſelf at her feet, preſſing, kiſſing, almoſt 
devouring her hand, whilſt he informed her he was 
but the too happy Dorimont, whom ſhe had ho- 
noured with her correſpondence. This great and 
unexpected familiarity terrified the lady ſo much, 
that, juſt as her huſband entered the room, ſhe faint- 
ed. Such a critical ſwoon ; ſuch a ſituation ; ſuch 
a poſture ; fuch an unexpected diſcovery, all uni- 
ted to excite jealouſy and immediate revenge in the 
huſband's breaſt. Dick ſaw the ſtormit was need- 
leſs to expoſtulate—the ſword was half drawn—it 
was neck or nothing—ſo he flung up the window, 
and took the lover's leap. 


Lady M—, who is not leſs remarkable for paint- 
ing, and its uſual effects upon the eyes, than the 
ſeverity of her repartees, met with an unexpected 
thruſt the other day f:om a citizen whom ſhe ſup- 
poſed quite enveloped in India ſtock, and incapable 
of ſaying a ſmart thing. Bleſs me, Mr. G—, 
you are good for ſore eyes,” © I am very happy, 
madam (he replied) to hear it, as I ſhall be of fome 
{ervice to your ladyſhip.” : do 
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A young gentleman who had more good-will 
than experience, being alone with a lady who did 
not want for either, cried out in a tranſport, ** Ah! 
that I had you but in a wood P” „ A wood ! ſays 
the lady, fmiling, that might be very well; but me- 
thinks ſuch a cloſet as this, with the door ſhut, and 
a velvet couch, is full as convenient a place.” 


A certain famous knight, who having wedded & 
good eftate, fancied it part of matrimonial duty to 
{ſquander it as faſt as poſſible, offered himſelf a can- 
didate for a northern city, which he endavoured to 
gain by ſurpriſe, for he attacked it with a bombard- 


ment of new guineas, freſh from the mint; yet the 


inhabitants had the fortitude to withſtand this elec- 
tioneering fiege to the great ſurpriſe of all calcula- 
tors, engineers, and politicians. 


A ſhrewd politician was aſked by a certain pa- 
triotic nobleman, why the Germans were fore- 
moſt to begin, and the laſt to end a continental 
war ?—“ My lord,” ſaid the politician, if the 


Germans ſcattered their gold; and we fought for 
-bread, the balance of power would ſoon be ſettled 


dy thoſe whom it concerns.” 
Mr. K—, who is, perhaps, the moſt abſent man 


in the three kingdoms, came one birth-night full 


dreſſed to White's, and had forgot his ſtockings, 
which he did not recollect till he ſpilt ſome hot 
coffee upon his legs. He immediately ſent a wai- 


ter to buy him a pair of white ſilk ſtockings, ſay ing 


he was never guilty of ſuch a piece of abſence be- 
fore; when the waiter brought the ſtockings, he 
put them both upon one leg and went to court. 


There is a ſet of gentry, who call themſelyes 


merchants, but ſeem to deal moſtly in eating, when 
4 it 
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It is a cheap eommodity; and whoſe names run 
throvgh almoſt the whole alphabet they dine every 
day in the week upon whets about Change, to the 
great annoyance of gentlemen, and the utter ruin 
of the tavern-keepers in that neighbourhood, ** * 
N. B. A liſt of their names will be ſoon hung 
up in every tavern-kitchen between the manſion- 
houſe and Biſhopſgate. For” OY 
Every anecdote of fo extraordinary a character, 
as F—te naturally excites the curioſity of the public: 
when he had gained a pretty conſiderable ſum of 
money by giving tea, he reſumed tne bon ton, from 
which he bad been a good while ſequeſtered ; and 
as it was neceſſary to have a lady to do the ho- 
nours of the table, he took one upon ' Harris's re- 
commendation, and ſhe was introduced to him at 
the Shakeſpeare. He approved of her carving ; and 
after ſupper was over, ordered her home, as he had 
in vain endeavoured to make her ſpeak during the 
whole repaſt. A friend of his preſent, whilſt F=te 
was complaining of her ſtupidity, complimented 
him upon his acquiſition ; faying, “ that a ſilent 
woman, whe was miſtreſs of the honours of bed 
and board, was one of the moſt deſirable objects 


upon earth.“ 


| Serjeant D—, ſome time ſince, told counſellor 
L—, who was very warm in oppoſing him, that he 
inould not ſhew anger, but ſhew cauſe. a 


The d— of — being told by a confidant of Miſs 
C—, that ſhe complained, he never turned his face 
to her now—*< Egad, I believe not,” ſaid he, 
„ without a man had a mind to be ſmothered,” 


An honeſt curate in the country, remonſtrating 
to a married couple, who did not live together in 
N the 


. 
> ow "he 
— _ 


3 2 - 
S1 r 


ay 


[ 68 J 


the moſt agreeable union, on the indecency and 
even ſinfulneſs of their contentions, ſince they were, 
in the eye of God 'and man, but one. But one! 
cried out the huſband, ſurely if y:u was to come by 
the door, and hear us in the height of our 3 


you would ſibear we were teniy. 


Tom H— being at an aſſembly, was aſked 
how he liked a young lady that was dancing, and 
"whoſe complexion was diſcernably her own ma=- 
nufacture? Really, Sir, anſwered he, / am 10 
connoiſſc ur in painting. , 


Two failors being in company together, were 
Telating the moſt remarkable accidents that hap- 
pened in their voyages. One ſwore, they found 
at ſo exceſſive hot going to Guinea, that they uſed no 

re to bil their kettle, but dreſſed all their meat 
1 deck in the ſun-ſhine; and could bake, boil, fry, 
or flew, as well as at a large fire. 

The other ſaid, I never was in ſo hot a climate 
as that; but, * been fo many degrees to the 
northward, where it has been ſo cad, it has frozen 
our words in our mouths, that we could not hear one 
another ſpeak, till we came into a warmer latitude, 
to thaw them; and then all our diſcourſes broke out 
together like a clap of thunder, that there was never 
ſuch a confuſion of tongues heard at Babel, 

Says his companion, that's very ſtrange, but I 
have known ſtranger things to be true: J was 
ence ſitting upon my WY between decks,. picking the 
tice out of an old canvas jacket, and-a beam of light- 
ning darted and meited one of the guns, and went 
through a pair of buckſkin breeches I had on, and 
burnt the lappets of a blue Sirt to tinder ; hiſſed as it 
came out like a raitle- ſnake, 37 aid Sea body no man- 


ner damage. el 
A young 


En 
* young lady, who had been married about fin 
months, aſked, Jack D— if he would fand for 
her firlt child ? Madam, anſwered he, by the 


ſhortneſs of your apron, I am very ſure your firſt 
child has already been food for. 


How unnatural a ſight it is, ſaid F==te 10 fre 
a. parſon with a ruby face and a double _ to reach 
up abflinence in Lent, \ 


A man being aſked by his 8 how his 
ſick wife did, made this anſwer ; indeed, neigh- 
baur, the caſe i is pitiful, my wife fears ſhe mall die, 
and I fear ſhe will not die, which makes a moſt diſ- 
conſolate houſe. 


A young woman, named Cunny, who was of a 
free, merry, yet innoce “ T*poſition, happened to 
lodge in the ſame hue a gentleman whoſe 
name was Parſly: the latter being aſked, one day, 
how he liked Miſs Cunny? Very well, anſwered 


he: But 7 ſhould like her much better, if ſhe was /{ "fe a 
with Parſly. 


A gentleman talking of the four. elements, ex- 
preſſed great admiration at the creation of water, 
Lord, Sir, ſaid a merry lady, there is nothing fo very 
curious in that, for I can make water, 


A great crowd being gathered about a poor cob- 
ler, who had juſt died in the ſtreet, a man aſkzd 
Alex. Si=—ns what was to be ſeen? Only a cobler $ 
end, replied he. 


A young lady aſked a widow her opinion of ma- 
trimony. Oh, madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a 
heavenly li ife, if the firſt night would left always. Is 


A gentleman coming to an inn in Smithfield, , and 
© ſees 
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ſeeing the oſtler expert and tractable about the hor— 
| P 


ſes, aſked, how long he had lived there, aid what 
countryman he was ? ' Toribire, ſays the fellow, 
an ha lived ſixteen years here. I wouder, replied 
the gentleman, that in ſo long a tine, {o clover a 
fellow as you ſeem to be, have not come to be ma» 
fter of the inn yourſelf, Ay, anſwered the oſtler, 


but maiſter's Yorkſhire too. 


A gentleman and his man riding into the. coun— 
try, they met a fellow a- ſtride upon a cow. The 
man calls out to his maſter, O, Sir, ſays he, yon- 
der is a ſtrar ge fight! a fellew is on horſeback on a 
cow. That's a bull, ſaid the gentlen an. Nay, 
Sir, ſaid the man, it is not a bull, I know it is a 


cow by its teats. , or 


"2A gentleman being 2 ya neighbour how he 


did? Do! Sir, ſaid he, why I think I do very 
well; but really I cannot get my wife to think ſo. 


An old gentleman who had married a fine young 
lady, being terribly afraid of cuckoldem, tcok her 
to taſk one day, and aſked her, if ſhe had conſider- 
ed what a crying fin it was in a woman to cuckold 
her huſband ? Lord, my dear, ſaid fhe, what do you 
mean? I never had ſuch a thing in my head, nor 
never will. No, no, replied he, I ſhall have it in 
my head, you will have it ſomewhere elſe, 


There was a poor young woman who had 
brought herſelf even to death's door with grief for 
her ſick huſband, but the good man her father did 
all he could to comfort her. Come child, ſaid he, we 
are all mortal. Pluck up a good heart, my child; for 
let the war/? come to the worſt, I have a better huſband 
in flore for thee. Alas ! Sir, ſays ſhe, what d'ye 
talk of another huſband for? I hy, you had as good 


hade 
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have fluck a dagger to my heart. No, 20 if ever I 
think of another huſband, may Without any 
more ado, the man dies, and the woman, ie medi- 
ately, breaks out into ſuch tranſports of tearing her 
hair, and beating her breaſt, that every body thought 
ſhe would have run ſtark-mad upon it. But upon 
ſecond thoughts, ſhe wipes her eyes, lifts them up, 
and cries ; Heaven's will be done! and turning to 
her father; Pray, Sir, ſays ſhe, about tother buſ= 
band you were ſpeaking of, is he here in the houſe ©. 


A perſon who had raiſed a handſome fortune from 
a ſmall! beginning, happened to have ſome words 
with another who had known him for ſome time, 
was aſked, how he could have the impudence to 
give himſelf ſuch airs, to one who knew him ſeven 
years ago, when he had hardly a rag to his 
MN e? You lye, Sirrah, replied he, for ſeven years 
ago 1 had nothing but rags to my a e. | 


A ſmart fellow, thinking to ſhew his wit one 
night at the tavern, called to the drawer, here, 
Mercury, ſaid he, take away this bottle full of 
_ emptineſs, Said one of the company, Do you 
[peak that, Jack, of your own head © 4 930 


A jealous- pated fellow, pictured a lamb on his 
wife's belly, for he was going to ſea; and ſtay ing 
out a long time, ſhe began to have an itching de- 
fire; and her lover viſiting her, copied the lamb 
and put a pair of horns upon the head of it; and 
when her huſband came home he wondered at the 
horns : Why, my dear huſband, faid ſhe, fis te 
years ſince you went, and by that time all lambs have 
. 5 „„ 
A country fellow ſubpœna'd for a witneſs upon 
a trial on an action for defamation ; he being 
| ſworn, 
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ſworn, the judge bade him repeat the very ſame 
words he had heard ſpoken, The fellow was loth 
to ſpeak, and hummed and hawed for a good ſpace; 
but being urged by the judge, he at laſt ſpoke : Hy 
bord, ſaid he, you are a cuckold: the judge ſeeing 
the people begin to laugh, called to him, and bade 
him ſpeak to the jury, as there were twelve of them, 


112414 


Oh ! the devil burn ye, ſaid he, I am glad you are 


_" — 


| baſket. 


A gentle woman who thought her ſervants al- 
ways cheated her when they went to Billingſgate to 

_ buy fiſh, was reſolved to go thither one day herſelf ; 
and aſking the price of ſome fiſn, which ſhe thought 
too dear, ſhe bid the fiſh-wife about half what ſhe 
"aſked. Lord, madam, ſaid the woman, I muſt have 
Mole it to ſell it at that price; but you ſhall have 
It, if you will tell me what you do to make your 
hands look ſo white. Nothing, good woman, an- 
ſwered the gentlewoman, but wear dag: in gloves, 
D—mn you fer a lying 65, replied another, 
my 
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my buſband has worn dog ſæin breeches the ten 
years, and him i; as brown as a nutmeg. 


A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, 


the firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh 


of whitings, and one being upon his plate, he found 
it tink ſo much, that he could not eat a bit of it; 
but he laid his mouth down to the fiſh, as if he was 
whiſpering to it, and then took up the plate, and 
put it to his own ear. The gentleman, at whoſe 
table he was, enquiring into the meaning, he told 
him, that he had a brother loft at Sea about a for t 
night ago, and he was aſking the fiſh if he knew any 
thing of him ; and what anſwer made he, ſaid the 
gentleman ? He told me, replied the other, that he 
could give no account of him, for he had not been at 


fea theſe three weeks. 


King Charles II. being in company with the 
lord Rocheſter, and others of the nobility, who had 
been drinking the beſt part of the night, Killigreto 
came in. Now, ſays the King, we ſhall hear of 
our faults: Vo, faith, ſays Kill:grew, I do not care 
to trouble my head with that which all the town talks 


of. 5 
A rich old miſer finding himſelf very ill, ſent for 
a parſon to adminiſter the laſt conſolation of the 


church to him; whilſt the ceremony was perform- 


ing, old Gripewell falls into a fit, on his recovery, 
the doctor offered the chalice to him, Indeed, cries 
he, I cannot afford to lend you above twenty ſbillings 
upon it; I cannot upon my word. 


A ſeedy, poor, half-pay captain, who was much 
given to blabbing every thing he heard, was told, 
there was but one ſecret in the world he could keep, 


and that was, where he lodged. 
FI H Tack 
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| Fack M————2, going one day into the apart- 
ments in St. James's, found a lady of his acquaint- 
ance, fitting in one of the windows, who very 
courteouſly aſked him to ſit down by her, telling 
him there was a place. Neo, madam, ſaid he, I do 
not come to court for a place. 

An Engliſhman and a Welhman diſputing in 
whoſe country was the beſt living; ſaid the /Yelch- 
man, there is fuch noble houſekeeping in ales, 
that I have known about a dozen cooks employed 
at one wedding dinner. Ay, anſwered the Engliſb- 
man, that was becauſe every man toaſted his own 


cheeſe, 


The late Sir Godfrey Kneller had always a great 
contempt, I will not pretend to ſay how juſtly, for 
Farvais the painter; and being one day about 
twenty miles from London, one of his ſervants told 
him at dinner, that there was Mr. Jarvais come 
that day into the ſame town with a coach and four, 
Ay, ſaid Sir Godfrey, if his horſes drew no better 
than himſelf, they will never carry him to town 
aan. | Ws | 
The Trojans ſending ambaſſadors to condole with 
Tiberius, upon the death of his father-in-law, Au- 
puffs, it was ſo long after, that the emperer hard- 
y thought it a compliment; but told them he was 
likewiſe ſorry, that they had loſt ſo valiant a knight 
as Hector, who was ſlain above a thouſand years be- 


fore. 


A company of gameſters falling out at a tavern, 
gave one another very ſcurvy language: at length 
thoſe dreadful meſſengers of anger, the bottles and 
glaſſes, flew about like hail ſhot ; one of which miſ- 


taking its errand, and hitting the wainſcot, * 
” | : Ol 
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of the perſon's head it was thrown at, brought the 
drawers ruſhing in; who cried, D'ye call, gentle- 
men? Call, gentlemen ? ſays one of the ſtanders by, 
no, they do not call, gentlemen, but they call one ano- 
ther rogue and raſcal as faſt as they can. 


Some women ſpeaking of the pains ef child- 
birth, For my part, ſaid one of them, it is leſs trou- 
ble to me than to ſwallow a poach'd egg; then ſure, 
madam, anſwered another, your zhroat is very 
narrow, 


A gentleman aſked. Nanny Rechford, Why the 


whigs in their mourning for Queen Anne, all wore 


ſilk ſtockings? Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, the tories were 


worſted. 


A Weſiminſier juſtice taking coach in the city, 
and being ſet down at Will's coffee-houſe, Char- 
ing Croſs, the driver demanded eighteen-pence 


as his fare. The juſtice aſked him, if he would 


ſwear that the ground came to the money. The 
man ſaid he would take his oath on it. The juſtice 
replied, Friend, 1am a magiſtrate; and pulling the 
book out of his pocket, adminiſtered the oath, and 
then gave. the fellow his ſix-pence, ſaying, He muſt 
reſervethe other ſhilling to himſelf for the affidavit. 


A countryman paſſing along the Strand, ſaw a 
coach over-turned, and aſking what the matter was, 
he was told, that three orfour members of parliament 
were over-turned, in that coach. Oh, ſays he, there 
let them be, my father always adviſed me not to 
meddle with ſtate affairs. 


A mayor of Yarmouth, in ancient times, being by 
his office a juſtice of the peace, and one who was 
willing to diſpenſe the laws wiſely, though he could 

H 3 hardly 
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hardly read, got him the Statute Book, whese 
finding the Jaw againſt firing a beacon, or cauſing 
any beacon to be fired, after nine of the clock at 
night; the poor man read it frying bacon, or cauſing 
any bacon to be fryed] and accordingly went out the 
next night upon the ſcent, and being directed by 
his noſe to the carrier's houſe, he found the man and 
his wife both frying bacon, the huſband holding the 
pan while the wife turned it: being thus caught in: 
the fact, and having nothing to ſay for themſelves, 
his worſhip committed them both to jail, without 
bail or mainprize, | 


Judge Jeferies when on the bench, told an old 
fellow with a long beard, that he ſuppoſed he 
had a conſcience as long as his beard, Does your 
Jord/hip, replied the old mari, meaſure conſciences by 
* beards f if fo, your lordfhip has no beard at all. 


A lady who had generally a preity many in- 
trigues upon her hands, not liking her brother's ex- 
travagant paſſion for play, aſked him, When he 
defigned to leave off gaming © When you ceaſe loving, 
ſaid he. Then, replied the lady, you are like to conti- 
nue a gameſter as long as you live. | 


A certain lady, to excuſe herſelf for a ſrailty ſhe 
had lately fallen into, faid to an intimate friend of 
her's, Lord! how is it poffible for a woman to keep 
her cabinet unpicked, when every fellow has got a hey 
40 it. | 

Mr. Dryden once at dinner, being offered by a. 
lady the rump of a fowl, and refuſing it, the lady 
faid pray, Mr. Dryden, take it, the rump is the 
deſt part of the fowl; Yes, madam, ſaid he, and ſo J 
think it is of the fair, 
3: Bully 
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Bully Dawſon was overturned in a hackney- 
coach once, pretty near his lodgings, and heing 
on his legs again, he ſaid, it was the greateſt piece 
of providence that ever befel him, for it had ſaved 
him the trouble of bilking the coachman. 


A vigorous young officer, who made love to a 
widow, coming a little unawares upon her once, 
caught her faſt in his arms. Hey-day, faid ſhe, 
what do you fight after the French way, take towns 
before you declare war? No, faith, widow, ſaid 
he, but I ſhould be glad to imitate them ſo far as 
to be in the middle of the country before you could 


reſiſt me. | 

Somebody aſking my Lord Bacon what be 
thought of poets ? hy, faid he, I think them the 
very beſt writers next to thoſe who write in proſe. 


A profligate young nobleman, being in compa- 
ny with ſome ſober people, defired leave to toaſt 
the devil. The gentleman who fat next to him, 
ſaid, He had no abjection is any of his lord/hip's 
friends. ; 


A gentleman who had been out a. ſhooting, 
brought home a ſmall bird with him, and having 
an Iriſb ſervant, he aſked him, if he had ſhot that 
little bird? Yes, he told him. Arrah! by my fhoul, 
Honey, replied the Jriſbman, it was not worth pows 
der and fhat ; for this little thing would bave died in 


the fall. 
Cato Major uſed to ſay, That wiſe men learn mars 
from fools, than fools from wiſe men. 


A Braggadecio,; chancing, upon an occaſion, to 


run away tull ſpeed, was aſked by one, what was: 
x 3 decome 


. 
become of that courage he uſed ſo much to talk of? 
It is got, ſaid he, all into 2 heels. 


A certain 2uthor was telling Foote that a paſſage 
he found fault with in his poem might be juſtified, 
and that he thought it a metaphor - It is ſuch a 
2 then, ſaid Foote, as truly 1 never met- a- 
ore. 


The late facetious Mr: Spiller, being at the re- 
hear ſal on a Saturday morning, the time when the 
actors are uſually paid, was aſking another, Whe- 
ther Mr, Vod, the treaſurer of the houſe, had 
any thing to ſay to them that morning: No, faith, 
Jemmy, replied the other, I am afraid there is no 
cole, which is a cant word for money. By G—d, 
8 if there is no cole, we muſt burn 
WO 


King Charles II. hls prevailed upon by one 
of his courtiers to knight a very worthleſs fellow, 
of a mean aſpect : when he was going to lay the 
ſword upon his ſhoulder, the new knightdrew alittle 
back, and hung down his head, as out of counte- 
nance ? Dor't be aſnaned, faid the king, it is I have 
#no/ reaſon to be aſhamed. 


A poor dirty ſhoe-boy going into a church, one 
Sunday evening, and ſeeing the pariſh boys ſanding 
in a row upon a bench to be catechized, he gets 
up himſelf, and ſtands in the very firſt place; ſo 
the parſon of courſe beginning with him, aſked 
him, I hat is your name? Rugged and Tough, an- 
ſwered he? I ho gave you that name? ſays domine 
Why the boys in our alley, replied poor Rugged 2 
Tough, the lord mn them. _ 


A gentlewoman growing big with child, who 
ha 


. 
Had two gallants, one of them with a wooden leg, 
the queſtion was put, which of the two ſhould father 
the child. He who had the wooden leg offered to 
decide it thus; IF the child, ſays he, comes into the 
world with a wooden leg, I wall father it, if not, it muſt: 
b: yours... 

A certain lady at Whitehall, of great quality, but: 
very little modeſty, having ſent for a linen-draper 
to bring her ſome hollands, as ſoon as the young fel- 
low entered the room, Oh /! Sir, ſaid ſhe, I find” 
you are a man fit for buſineſs, for you ns ſooner look a- 
lady in the face, but ycu have the yard in one hand, and 
are lifting up the linnen-with the other. 


A country farmer, going croſs his grounds in the 
duſk of the evening, eſpied a young fellow and a: 
laſs very buſy near a five bar gate, in one of his- 
| fields, and calling to them to know what they were 
about, ſaid the young man, No harm, farmer, be 
are only going to prop-a-gate. 

A certain Roman Catholic lord having renounced: 
the popiſb religion, was aſked not long after by a 
proteſtant peer, Whether the miniſters of ſtate, or 
the miniſters of the goſpel, had the greateſt ſhare in 
his converſion ? To which he replied, That when he. 
renounced popery, he had alſo renounced auricular con- 


Felſion. 

Dr. Heylin, a noted author, eſpecially for his c 
mography, happening one day to loſe his way go- 
ing to Oxford, in the foreſt of Jhichwood, being 
then attended by one of his brother's men, the man 
_ earneſtly intreated him to lead the way, but the 
doctor telling him he did not know'ity How, ſaid the 
fellow, that is very ſtange, that you who have made a 
book of the whale world, cannot find the way out of this 
$/tile 20004, Dr.. 


„ 

Dr. Tadloe, who was a man of an enormous ſrzez 
happening to go thump, thump, with his great legs 
through a ſtreet in Oxford, where the paviours 
were at work, in the middle of 7uly, the fellows 
immediately laid down their rammers. Ah, Gd 
bleſs you maſter, cries one of them, it was very kind 
of you to come this way; it ſaves us a great deal of 
trouble, this hat weather. 


G s , who though he is very rich, is 
remarkable for his ſordid covetouſneſs, told Cibber 
one night, in the green room, that he was going ous 
of town, and was ſorry to part with him, for faith 
he loved him, Ah ! ſaid Colley, I wiſh 1 was a 
ſhilling for your ſake: Why ſo, ſaid the other? Be- 
cauſe then, cried the laureat, / fhould be ſure you 
loved me. | 


A ſoldier was bragging before Julius Cæſar, of 
the wounds he had received in his face. Cæſar 
knowing him to be a coward, told him, He had be/t 
er. heed the next time he ran away, hw be looked 

ack. 


Lord C——4y, coming out of the houſe of lords 
one day, called out, Where is my fellow © Not in 
1 by 6— 4, ſaid a gentleman who ſtood 

J. 

Sir B ch——r , in the beginning of 
Queen Anne's reign, and three or four more drunken 
tories, recling home from the Fountain tavern in the 
Strand, on a Sunday morning, cried out, we are 
the pillars of the church. No, by G—d, ſaid a 
Whig, that happened to be in their company, you 
can be but the buttreſſes ; for you never come on the in- 
fide of it. 


A per- 


4 


1 
A perſon was ſaying not at all to the purpoſes 
that really Sampſon was a very ſtrong man: Ay. 
faid another, but you are much ſlronger, for you make” 
nothing of lugging him in by the head and ſhoulders, 


Two city ladies meeting at a viſit, one a grocer's: 
wife, and the other a cheeſemonger's (who perhaps 
ſtood more upon the punctilio of precedence then 
ſome of their betters would have done at the court 
end of the town) when they had riſen up and took: 
their leaves, the cheeſemonger's wife was going out 
of the room firlt, upon which the grocer's lady, pul- 
ling her back by the tail of her gown, and ſtepping: 
before her, No, madam, ſaid ſhe, nothing comes after- 


cheeſe, | 


Quin had for ſome years after quitting the ſtage, 
always continued. demonſtrating his friendſhip to- 
Ryan, by performing the part of Falſtaff, in the- 
Merry Wives of Windſor, for his benefit: but up- 
on the loſs of his teeth he declined it ; when Ryan. 
reminding him that his benefit approached, his an- 

ſwer was, That his friendſhip for Ryan was as- 
great as ever; but that by G—d, he would whiſtle. 
Falſtaff for no man.” 


The Biſhop of D m had a ſlovenly cuſtom 
of keeping one hand always in his breeches, and 
being one day to bring a bill into the houſe of peers 
relating to a proviſion for officers widows, he came 

with the paper in one hand, and the other, as uſual, 
in his breeches; and beginning to ſpeak; I have 
ſomething. in my hand, my lords, ſaid he, for the 
benefit of the officers widows, upon which the 
duke of Wharton immediately interrupting him, 


aſked, in which hand, my lord. 


A. doctor was called for in a coffee houſe in the 
preſence: 


82 } 
preſence of an ignorant country apothecary, who 
imagining that one of the faculty was really 
wanted, he accordingly offered his | fervice— 
The gentleman ſmiled, drank his health, and told 
him he was but a rum doctor. 


Quin uſed to ſay, he always looked upon Co- 
vent-garden as the main ocean ; for, continued he, 
when an author writes a picce, here he Jaunches 
it upon the ſea of criticiſm; and every one knows 
this is a moſt dangerous navigation, full of rocks 
and ſhoals, and there are no ſure pilots but novelty, 
wit, and ſenſe. An actor here firſt ſets ſail for the 
port of applauſe, and if he is lucky enough to dou- 
ble the cape of approbation, he may weather out a 
ſeaſon, and taſte the benefit of the April monſoons. 
As to the buſles, fmacks, frigates, tranſports, and 
tenders which cruiſe here in fleets, they carry on a 
very illicit and dangerous trade; and if it was not 
for Phillips's infurance office, no navigator could 
get under-wrote for leſs than cent. per cent. for 
though there are but few privateers upon this ſtati- 
on, the Fre- ſbips are innumerable. 


A very honeſt and prudent gentleman had the 
ill fortune to marry a wife a grain too light; one * 
day returning home, he went up ſtairs, and found 
his chamber door open ; entering, he caught his 
wife and the adulterer, who were ſo intent upen 
their ſport, that they minded nothing elſe, in the 
very act: the gentleman, ſeemingly unmoved, ſaid, 
Wife, wife, indeed you do not do well to expoſe yur 
own and my reputation thus to the hazard of being loft 
by careleſſneſs ; ſure in a buſmeſs that ſo nearly concerns 
us both, you might have ſhut the door: I pray conſider, 
what if any one zlſe had come and caught you in this 
faſture and ſo went and left them: the hr" 

0 
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of this reproof ſo effectually wrought upon this wo- 
man, that ſhe ever after abhorred the thought of 
enjoying any other man but her huſband. 


Quin and orator Henley had once a long diſſer- 
tation upon learning, poetry, and the like ; when 
the orator wound up the argument, by ſaying, 
„The muſes were a parcel of ſcientinc brimſtones, 
ten times worſe than Covent-garden bunters, and 
that there was nothing to be got by them but an in- 
tellectual gonorrhæa, ten times more inveterate 
than a corporeal one.” Ves, added Quin, there 
is hat do you think of the cacoethes ſcribendi, far 
more incurable than the Scotch fiddle * D- 
ſuch b—hes, then, ſaid the orator, by whom you 
get both a cl—p and itch at once.” 


Two gentlemen ſtanding together, as a young 
lady paſſed by them, ſaid one, There goes the hand- 
ſemeſ/t women I ever ſaw. She hearing him, turned 
back, and ſeeing him very ugly, ſaid, I wifhh could 
in return, ſay as much by you. So you may by G——\, 
madam, ſaid he, and lie as ] did. | 


A gentleman in the country who had three daugh- 
ters, diſcourſing one evening on ruralatfairs, and the 
nature of vegetation, aſked one of his daughters what 
plant or herb ſhe thought grew the faſteſt? The young 
lady replied, aſparagus. Then he aſked the ſecond, ſhe 
anſwered, a pompion or gourd: and when the ſame 
queſtion was put to the youngeſt; ſhe replied, The 
pummel of a ſaddle ; which very much ſurprizing the 
old gentleman, he deſired to know what ſhe meant, 
and how ſhe could make it out? Why, ſaid ſhe, 
when I was one day riding behind our John, and 
the ways being ſo rough that I was afraid I ſhould 
fall off, he cried, iſs, put your hand round my 

| | | waiſt, 
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1 1 | 
ab, and lay hold of the pummel of the ſaddle ; and 
I am ſure, papa, when I firſt took hold of it, it was 
not much bigger than my finger ; and, in leſs than 
a minute, it was thicker than my wriſt. 


Lady T—— who came down to Bath for the 
benefit of the waters, being grievouſly afflicted with 
the gout, and meeting with Q——-n in the pump- 


room, after ſome few compliments, ſhe aſked him if 


he could.tell her what was the original cauſe of the 


- gout ? to which Quin gravely replied, I believe, 


my lady, the faculty look upon whoring and drinking 
to be the primary cauſes.” 


Tem P „a good honeſt fellow, but with 
very little manners, being one day at dinner at lord 
L——'s, ſeveral ladies being at table, my lord told 
him, that Mr. Such a one, naming a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, had taken ſomething very ill of 
Him, and would take an occaſion, he heard, to reſent 
it. Mr. Sach a one, replied Tom, may kiſs my 
a—— Upon ſuch a coarſe expreſſion, the ladies 
all ſtarted, and my lord cried, fie, Tom, I thought 
you would not have uſed ſuch a word before Jadies. 
Why, my lord, faid Tom, a—— an't bawdy, is it ? 
No, ſaid my lord, but it is within half an inch of 
. | 


Quin being once upon the weſtern road with ſome 
of his friends, the landlord made heavy complaints 
whilſt they were at ſupper of being peſtered, nay de- 
voured, with rats. The next day after dinner, a bill 
was called, which was found very exorbitant by 
every one, and even by Quin, who was not addict- 
ed to complain upon theſe occaſions Said he to 
the landlord, If you will give us a couple of bot- 
tles of claret, I'll communicate to you an infallible 
receipt to get rid of your rats.” The landlord ea- 

| gerly 


1 5 
gerly accepted the offer, the wine was drank, and 
Quin was upon the point of departing with his 
company, when the landlord obſerved he had forgot 
his promiſe of the receipt to get rid of the rats — 
% Epad, ſays Quin, right ;—but it is not yet too 
late, as the remedy is mighty ſimple—ſhew them 
but this bill (which he had in his hand) and Pll be 
d if they ever ſet foot here again.” | 


The late Mr. D, the player, a man of 
great humanity, as will appear by the ſtory, having 
nad an intrigue with his landlady's maid, who be- 
ing uſed ill, or, in plain terms, got with child by 
him, took an opportunity togo into his chamber one 
afternoon, and cut her throat with one ofh is razors, 
an account of which being brought to him behind 
the ſcenes during the time of the play the ſame 
night; D—t, with great concern and emotion, cried 


out, *Zoons ] I bepe it was not with my beſt razor. - 


Quin one day after a pretty long walk dropt in- 
to a chop-houſe not fai from Somerſet - houſe, and 
aſking the miſtreſs what ſhe had ready, ſhe repligd, 
„ that there was ſome nice veal a-la-daube 

quite hot.” „ Well then, ſaid he, let me 
have ſome daubed veal, I think you call it.“ A 
plate was accordingly brought him, which he pre- 
ſently diſpatched, and had another ; this was gone 
in a trice, and he had a fourth, fifth, and fixth, 
which might:perhaps altogether weigh three quar- 
ters of a pound. Upon inquiring what was to pay, 
the miſtreſs told him twelve ſhillings, « By Gd, 
madam it muſt be a miſtakez how do you ſell your 
veal a pound?” „Sir, ſhe replied, rather pertly, 
we do not ſell it by the pound.” —“ No, ſaid he, I 
find you don't; but by G, you ſell it at half 


à crown an aunce.” | 
A certain 
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A certain gay lady, who had more invention 
than honeſty, went one day into a mercer's ſhop 
upon Ludgate-hill, and having purchaſed a piece of 


very elegant filk for a gown, ſhe bid the journeyman 


the would pay him. She went over to the doctor's, 
and having enquired for him, deſired to ſpeak with 
him in private: ſhe was accordingly uſhe:ed up 
ſtairs, and the doctor attended her; when ſhe told 
him, that ſhe was come to inform him, that a young 
man who was a very near relation of her's, having 
met with an accident in his amours, was ſo baſhful, 
that he had not reſolution ſufficient to make his 
caſe known to any of the faculty, and that if he 
went on much longer without auy advice, he would 
be utterly-ruined ; that having gained intelligence 
of the affair from his waſher- woman, ſhe was come 
to pave the way for him; and that ſhe expected 
him every minute, as he lived in the neighbour- 
hood. The doctor promiſed to exert his utmoſt 
ſkill, and that, if it were in the power of medicine, 
ke would make a ſpeedy cure. The lady replied, 


who ſerved her bring it over to Dr. R—-—'s, and 
LA 


ſhe did not doubt the doctor's abilities; but that the 


greateſt obſtacle he had to ſurmount was the young 
man's baſhfulneſs and want of fortitude to reveal 
the ſecret, and that thereiore he muſt arm himſelf 


with great perſeverance to make him come to an 


acknowledgement. This the doctor alſo promiſed, 
and by this time the young man came over. with 
the bundle. She met him upon the ſtairs, and bid 
him go into the doctor, who would ſatisfy him. In 
the mean while the lady decamped, and left the 
doctor and his imaginary patient to enter into a 
whimfical dialogus. The doctor began, I un- 
derftand the affair, young man, from this lady, and 


therefore I beg you wil be ingenuous.” Sir, an- 
| | ſwered 


148 

fwered the mercer, I do not underſtand you.” Poh! 
poh ! ſaid Eſculapius, it is in vain to conceal it; 
conſider the dreadful conſequences, the ravages it 
makes, and the difficulty of eradicating it when 
once it has come to a height.” I cannot conceive 
what you mean, reſumed the journeyman, there's 
the receipt, that's all I want.” ** Pſhaw, ſaid the 
doctor, it is quite unneceſſary to bring a receipt; no 
ene of the faculty treats theſe matters better than 
myſelf,” do not doubt it, Sir, ſaid the young 
man: but for the lady's ſatisfation.”—* The lady 
is ſatisfied with me, ſaid the doctor, and therefore 
it was needleſs to put yourſelfto any unneceſſary ex- 
pence.” *© No. expence at all, cried the young 
mercer, I wrote it myſelf.” ** Wrote it yourſelf, 
ſaid the doctor in amazement, what do you pre- 
tend to underſtand phyſic ! “ Phyfic, Sir— no 
not I; but I think I can make out a bill of parcels, 
or give a receipt as well as any journeyman up- 
on the hill.” An eclairciſſement now enſued, and 
the only remedy that was wanting was a proper cure 
for the chagrin which the young fellow's maſter 
laboured under for the loſs of his ſilk. 


The late general Wade, who was an excellent 
billiard-player, was ſome years ſince playing for a 
conſiderable ſum at the Thatched houſe Tavern ia 
St. James's ſtreet, when in the middle of the game 
he had occaſion to take a pinch of ſnuff ; and hav- 
ing recourſe to his coat-poket, which hung up, he 
miſſed his gold ſnuff- box, which he had had in his 
hand but a few minutes before; and in proportion 

as he expreſſed his ſurprize, every one took the 
alarm, till at length one gentleman inſiſted upon it 
that all the company preſent, ſhould be ſearched: 
this they all conſented to, except an elderly man, 


I 2 who 
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who was but ſhabbily genteel in his dreſs. Such 
a refuſal made every one immediately ſuſpect him, 
and a conſtable was upon the point of being ſent 
for, when he deſired the general to ſtep into an- 
otherroom, and he would give him his reaſons for 
not ſubmitting to the propoſal, and convince him 
of his innocence. The reſt of the company ima- 
gining this to be only an artifice of the ſuppoſed 
pick- pocket to attempt ſoliciting the general's cle- 
mency, would fain haveperſuaded him not to con- 
deſcend to this requeſt : but the genera! had more 
good-nature than to refuſe him; and having put his 
coat on, and accompanied him into an adjacent 
apartment, the old man ſaid to him, “ Sir, have 
had the honour to ſerve in his majeſty's army for 
many years as an enſign, but being reduced to half- 
pay, I am under a neceſſity now-and-then of wait- 
ing upon a friend for 4 dinner, who knowing my ſi- 
tuation, and that I may not be too troubleſome to 
his ſervants, conſtantly gives me a cold fgw] with me 
for the next day: this being the caſe to-day ; and 
having it now in my pocket, was the reafon | would 
not undergo an examination before the company, 
but you are very welcome to ſearch me, if you 
pleaſe.” At this inſtant the general's ſnuff- box 
dropt through the lining of his coat, which was 
torn, ſo that there required no farther conviction of 
the old ſoldier's innocence, which the general teſ- 
tified to the reſt of the company upon his return; 
and in a ſhort time put him above the neceſſity of 
ſuch embarraſiments, by procuring him a com- 
pany. 5 

Quin, Cibber, and ſome more brother comedi- 
ans, were one night at the Shakeſpeare, when each 
other's infirmities were the ſubject of their * 

i 


k 
Said Quin to Cibber, What in the name of 
wonder could ever make you think yourſelf a proper 
figure for the ſtage—a ſnuffling fellow without 2 
noſe, and a pair of bandy legs?” © As to my noſe 
(replied Cibber) that I give up, but Pll lay a bottle 
of claret there's a worſe leg in company than this,” 
producing his right leg. Every one gave a con- 
temptuous ſmile, thinking it an inſult to accept the 
challenge — Why then, ſaid he, producing his 
other leg, there's a worſe, which ſure enough it 
was. This unexpected ſtroke from Cibber ſecured 
him ſo completely the laugh, that there was no 
farther attempt made upon his perſonal imperfecti- 


ons that evening. 


Quin, during the management of Mr, Fleet- 
wood i Fon was to make an apology for 
Mademoiſelle Roland's not being able to perform a 

favourite dance, on account of her having ſprained 
her ancle. The audience was fo greatly out of 
temper at her not appearing, that it required even 
the conſequence of ſo capital an actor as Quin to- 
gain their attention. He not much liking the wo- 

man, and conſequently the office, without any ce- 
remony bluntly addreſſed the ſpectators with, La- 
dies and gentlemen, Madam a— +— Roland bas 
put her ancle out—l wiſh ſhe had put her neck out, 

and be damned to her —and then retired with a 


hem! 


Baronets were created by king James in 1617, 
when he pretended to want money to carry on the 
ſiege of Ulſter, which was then in poſſeſſion of the 
rebels, and every man of property, who ſub- 
ſcribed a thouſand pounds, was created a baronet. 
Upon application being made for that purpoſe to a 


certain wealthy commoner deſirous of a peerage, he 
| 1 ; replied > 


LW] 
replied, © he would give the money with all his 
heart, provided the zet was omitted; for that the 
net was fit only to catch woodcocks in.“ 


When acertain young adventurer was at a ball at 
Avignon, it was obſerved by a lady preſent, that 
he had a pair of very round e ; another la- 
dy preſent made anſwer, that having all the bur- 
den of a kingdom upon him for ſo many years, 
without enjoying one ſweet ariſing from it, it was 
enough to turn not only the houlders, but the bead 
of any man in Chriſtendom.” 


Lord C was aſked once, why he preferred 
playing with ſharpers to gentlemen : Why, ſaid 
he, if I play with ſharpers and win, I am ſure 
to be paid ; but if I win of gentlemen, they fre- 
quently behave ſo genteelly, that I get nothing 
but words and polite apologies for my money.” 


The ſame nobleman once loſt a hundred pounds 
more than he had about him, without knowing it ; 
when the winner, who was preſent at his making 
the former declaration, very pertinently aſked him, 
« Pray, my lord, are you a ſharper, or a gentle- 
man? | 


Quin was aſked why he did not marry, take a 
houſe, and ſet up an equipage “ I carry a coach, 
a wife, and a dinner, always in my pocket, he re- 
plied; and I can either take the number, obtain 
2 divorce, or turn off my cook, whenever I 


pleaſe.” 


Quin once paid a viſit to lord T at Stowe, 
when his lordſhip condeſcended to wait upon him 
in perſon to ſhew him his beautiful gardens, grot- 
toes, and buildings. Quin never opened his — 


(. on 3 
all this time, but ſeemed faſcinated at the fight. 
At length his lordſhip aſked Quin what he thought 
of his villa? After a ſhort pauſe Falſtaff replied — 
6. Take it all in all, my L-, by G-, it is the 
* * ® ® of the creation,“ a 


A beautiful young lady, but extremely fanciful 
and humorous, being on the point of reſigning her- 
ſelf into the arms of her lover, began to enter on 
the conditions that ſhe expected ſhould be obſerved: 
after the articles were figned and executed. 


Among the reſt, ſays ſhe, poſitively, I will lie in 


bed as long as I pleaſe in the mortving. ith all 
my heart, Madam, ſays he, provided I may get up 
when [ pleaſe. 


uin was once going in a returned poſt=chaiſe 


from Bath to Briſtol, when the poſt- boy, fer the 


ſake of encreaſing his perquiſite, took up another 
paſſenger a ſhort way from the city, who turned 
out to be a mighty diſagreeable fellow- traveller; 
for he was not only extremely corpulent, but was 
much addicted to expel wind at both extremities ; 
add to this it was pretty warm weather, and the 
effluvia of the hoſe was very obnoxious. Under 
theſe diſagreeable circumſtances, Quin began to 


meditate how he ſhould get rid of his companion - 


without being at the expence of another vehicle ; 
and his imagination ſupplied him, upon his fellow- 
traveller aſking nim if he ſhould make any long 
ſtay at Briſtol ; when Quin anſwered, that would” 
depend upon the effects of the ſea-waters. What, 


reſumed his companion, are you going to drink- 
it?“ “ No, Sir, anſwered Quin, I am going to 


be dipped.” —** Pray, Sir, rejoined the queriſt, with 
ſome precipitancy, what may be your diforder-?” 
Why, Sir, ſaid Quin, if you can keep a ſe- 

a cret, 
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cret, I will tell you—1 have been bit by a mad. 

.* Bit by a mad dog, Sir!“ ſaid the other, 
with no ſmall emotion: “I hope that you have not 
eommunicated your diſorder to any one in the ſame- 
manner.” —* Really, anſwered Quin, to be inge-- 
nuous with you, jt was. but yeſterday that I bit my 
own ſiſter; and if my wife had not eſcaped out of 


the window, ſhe would have ſhared the ſame fate.“ 


* The devil ſhe would! reſumed the traveller: 
Iam in a very comfortable ſituation then.” Quin 
now diſplayed ſome diſtortions of features and geſ- 
ticulations, that convinced his fellow-traveller the 
critical fit was coming on; ſo that, had Quin not 
began to bark and howl like a dog, he would not 
have ſtaid much longer with him; as it was, he 
thought it highly prudent to open the chaiſe door, 
az d, at the riſk. of his neck, jump out, and leave. 
his mad companion. : | 
Some years before Quin left the ſtage, he had 
laid a wager with Giffard, that before the ſeaſon- 
was out, he would tell all the audience to kiſs his 
a e; and that, ſo far from being offended, they 
would applaud him for it. An opportunity offered 
one night, when ſome of the royal family was ex- 
peed, and when the curtain could not be drawn 
up till their arrival, Quin went upon the ſtage, 
after the repeated clamours of the galleries for the- 


laſt muſic, when he told the audience they could not 


poſſibly begin yet; but that, if they pleaſed, he 
would, in the mean time, attempt to divert them 
with a weſt country ſtory. Hear him, hear 
him,“ re-echoed from every quarter. An honeſt 
working man in Somerſetſhire took ſor better for 
worſe a ſtrapping wench, whoſe name was Jane: 
ſhe, in due time, proved, that ſhe was neither bar- 


ren, nor her huſband impotent, — Their firſt iſſue 
Was 


C13 

was Called after his father Jeremiah—A whijmfical 
eſquire in the neighbourhood, who ſtood godfather 
to the ſecond, and whom they therefore thought 
would make a comfortable proviſion for him in due 
time, took the liberty to name him as he pleaſed 
—He called him Kiſs my 4——e! When they 
grew up, Jere was intended for his father's profeſ- 
ſion Ki my A—e for nothing“ However, the 
*(quire dying, and no proviſion being made for his 
godſon, he took up his father's trade, which was 
neither more nor leſs than trencher- maker — Fere 
made ſquare trenchers—Kiſs my a—e all round. 
Their father died ſome. time after; and havin 
been a ſober induſtrious man, had ſaved a ſmall 
matter, Which he fairly divided between his two 
ſons. Fluſhed with this acquiſition, they came up 
to London to ſee the world, got drefled, and came 
to the play —-Vere was of a more prudent turn than 

his brother, and went into the gallery -A, my a.. 
in the pit, They were ſo fond of what they had 
ſeen, that they returned the next night, the houſe 
was crammed, and Ki my Ae in the boxes. 
Quin had got thus far in his ſtory, with repeated 
acclamations, when the regal part of the audience: 
arrived, and prevented the ſequel. 
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CONUNDEAU,M SS. 
W HY is going into the country like learning. 


to dance: 
2 Why is a player like a liar? 
3 Why is a man in debt like a nobleman ? 
4 Why is Britain like a child? 
5 Who was the firſt that bore arms ? 
6 Why are Rochefier's Poems like a chimney- 


ſweeper ? 

7 Why are ſleepy eyes like amber? 

8. Where ſhould a lady clap her hands, if a 
5 man ſhould enter the room when ſhe was: 
quite naked? 

9 What is that which God never made, and com- 

manded not to be made, and yet was made, 
and has afoul to be ſaved ? E 
Fo Why is an ordinary face in a woman like the 
quarters of a ſhip ſtoutly fitted ?. 


11 Why is a prime miniſter like a maypole ? 


12 Why is ſwearing like a ſhabby coat ? 

13 Why is my lord-mayor like an almanack ? 

14 Why is a bad pen like a wicked man ? | 
15 Why is a good ſermon like a plumb- pudding? 
16 Why is Ireland like a bottle of wine? 

17 Whyis a firſt floor like a lie? 5 
18 Why is a good cook like a woman of fa- 
ſbion ? 1 
19 Why is a falſe note like a bar of iron? 
20 Why are moſt authors like a ſhip juſt 
launched ? | 

| 21 Why 


1 
21 Why is a pretty lady like an oat- cake? 
22 Why is a paſſionate man like a lady's ſmock ? 
23 Why is a woman's face like a mountebank ? 
24 Why are a parcel of rakes like a pack of bad 
hounds? | | 
25 Why 1 a blind man heavier than one that can 
ſee! 
26 Why is a fart like a double entendre ? 
27 Why is a peeviſh man like a watch? 
28 Why is apariſh bell like a good ſtory ? 
29 Why is ales like a neck of mutton ? 
30 Why is claret like an oath ? 
31 Why is a looking-glaſs like aphiloſopher ? 
32 What is a man like that is in the midſt of a great 
river, and can't ſwim ? - 
33 Why is a drawn tooth like a thing forgot ? 
34 What is a man like inthe midſt of a deſert, with- 
| out meat or drink ? 
35 Why is a poor man like a ſempſtreſs ? 
36 Why is a botching taylor like a fink ? 
37 Why is a book like a tree? | 
38 Whyis a little girl in arms like a woman that 
| comes before her time.? 
39 Why is an unbound book like a lady in bed ? 
40 Why is the book called the Whole Duty of 
Man like a pair of breeches? 
4 Why is a Scotch coal like a true lover? 
42 Why is a coblerlike a parſon ? 
43 Why 1 day and night like ſoldiers upon cen- 
try! | 
44 Why is a woman's tongue like a good clock ? 
45 Why is the Old and New Teſtament like a par- 
ſon's gown ? | 
46 Why are lawyer's the beſt parſons? 
47 Why is it impaſſible to raviſh ſome women? 


48 Whyis a red-hair'd lady like a band of ſoldiers? | 
| 49 Why 


191 
49 Why is a lady in her ſhift like the Hague? 
50 Why are free-maſons like an old maid ? 
51 Why is a drunkard with a fiery face like a chri- 
{tian monitor ? | 
52 Why is a grave digger like a waterman ? 
53 Why is a cobler's ſtall like hell? 
54 Why is the moon like a weather cock ? 
55 Why are men like timber? 
56 Why are forward girls like a lucky merchant? 
57 Why is a whore like a comet? 
58 Why is a woman with child like a gentle- 
5 man? 
59 Why is a little man like a good book ? 
6o Why is a fiſh- hook like a bull? 
61 Why r a man in a fever like a burning can- 
dle 
62 Why is the gallows the laſt refuge of a con- 
demned man ? 
63 Why is a malefactor like the root of a 
tongue ? | 
64 Why is a man with abad memory like a covet- 
ous man ? 
65 Why is a lock like an hoſpital ? | 
66. Why is a man that is deceived like a girl in lead- 
ing ſtrings? 
67 Why is a condemned malefactor like a cannen ? 
68 Why As ſkittiſh young horſe like a coy 
irl! N 
69 What does à woman delight to ſee? 
70 Why is manlikea melon ? 
71 Why is marriage like a curtain ? | 
72 Why is the keeping a whore like a gun ? 
73 Why is a tavern like a table? 
74 Why is a difficulty overcome like a knight on 


horſeback ? | 
A N SWERS 
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ANSWERS t the foregoing 
CONUNDR UMS. 5 5 


1 B Ecauſe it gives one a good arr. | 
2 Becauſe he ought to have a good memory. 
3 Becauſe he has many to wait on him. 
4 Becauſe any new rattle diverts it. 
5 Adam. 
6 Becauſe they are /mutty. 
7 Becauſe they draw ffraws. 
8 Oa the man's eyes. 
'9 A cuckold, 
10 Becauſe the wpper parts defend the hatches," 
11 Becauſe it is à high poſt. 
12 Becauſe it is a bad habit. 
13 Becauſe he ſerves but one year. 
14 Becauſe it wants mending. 
15 Becauſe there are reaſons in it. 
16 Becauſe there is cor in it. 
17 Becauſe it is a ffory raiſed. 
18 Becauſe ſhe dreſſes well. 
19 Becauſe it is forged. | 
20 Becauſe they want new rigging, 
21 Becauſe ſhe'is often toafted. 
22 Becauſe he is generally ruffled. 
23 Becauſe it is often in a mob. 
24 Becauſe they are /ad dogs. 
25 Becauſe he is not ſo light. 
26 Becauſe it is taken in to ſenſes. 
27 Becauſe he is often wound up. 
23 Becauſe it is often tell d. 
29 Becauſe it is craggy. 
30 Becauſe it is binding. 
31 Becauſe it refieds. 


h 32 
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32 Like to be drowned. 
33 Becauſe it is out of one's head. 
34 Like to be flarved. 
35 Becauſe he makes /hifts. 
36 Becauſe he is a common ſewer, 
Becauſe he is full of leaves. 
38 Becauſe ſhe is Miſa- carried. 
39 Becauſe it is in ſheets, 
40 Becauſe it contains the duty of an huſband to bis 
wife, 
41 Bene it burns with a pure flame. 
42 Becauſe he mends the /ou/. 
43 Becauſe when one comes the other goes: 
44 Becauſe it never fands fill. 
45 Becauſe it contains a compleat body of divinity. 
46 Becauſe they bring moſt to repentance. 
47 Becauſe they are willing. | 
48 Becauſe ſhe bears fire-locks. 
49 Becauſe ſhe is in Holland. 
50 Becauſe their joke is ſtale. 
51 Becauſe he puts us in mind of Hell fire. 
52 Becauſe he handles ſculls. 
53 Becauſe there are bad ſoles in it. 
54 Becauſe it often changes. 
55 Becauſe they often prop-a-gate. 
56 Becauſe their commodities have an early vent. 
57 Becauſe ſhe has a fiery tail. 
58 Becauſe ſhe ſhews her breeding. 
59 Becauſe he is often looked over. 
60 Becauſe it is ſometimes baited. 
61 Becauſe he is /ight-headed. 
62 Becauſe he has nothing elſe to 3 aan, 
63 Becauſe he is down in the mouth. 
64 Becauſe he is for-getting. | 
65 Becauſe it is full WS. .- 
67 Be- 


be 
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66 Becauſe he is miſ- led. 
67 Becauſe he is caft. 
68 Becauſe he is /oathto be mounted. 
69 A zard at her fore door. 
70 Becauſe beſt riſen in a hot- bed. 
71 Becauſe it ſerves for a blind. 
72 Becauſe ſhe is chargeable before ſhe fires. 
73 Becauſe it has drawers init, 
74 Becauſe it is ſur- mounted. 


CN ns es Is 
E N R A M 8. 


A RECEIPT to make an EPIGRAM. 
By the Right Ho. the late Lird HERVEY. 


A Pleafing ſubject firſt with care provide; 
Your matter muſt with nature be ſupply'd ; 
Nervous your diction, be your meaſure long, 
Nor fear your verſe too {tiff if ſenſe be ſtrong, 
In pr oper places proper numbers uſe, 
And now the quicker, now the ſlower chuſe ; 
Too ſoon the dactyl the performance ends. 
But the ſlow ſpondee coming thoughts ſuſpends; 
Your laſt attention on the ſting beſtow, | ] 


| 


To that your good or ill ſucceſs you'll owe; 
For there not wit alone muſt ſhine, but humour 
flow. : | 
Obſerving theſe your epigram's compleated ; 
Nor fear *twill tire, tho' ſeven times repeated. 
K 2 On. 
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On MILTON. By My. Drxvpen. 
HREE poets, in three diſtant ages bern, 
* Greece, Itah, and England did adorn ; 
The firſt in loftineſs of thought ſurpaſt ; 
The next in majeſty ; in both the laſt, 
The force of nature could no farther go; 
To make the third ſhe join'd the former two. 


| To a Lady who was againſithe QUAKER's BILL. 
A T Quakers, dear Euſebia, why ſo wrath ?. 
= * Juſt the fame principles direct you both; 
Juſt the ſame practice, (and you'll ne'er forſake it) 
Never to give the thing, but let us take it. 


On Malps. 


M OST maids reſemble Eve now in their lives, 
Who are no ſooner women but they're wives. 


On QuiNn's comparing GARRICK to WHITFIELD, 
and ſaying, that the People who were madding it 
after him, would return to the old Church (meaning 
himſelf.) By G—CK. 

P OPE Quin, who demands all churches but his 

own ; ; 

Complains that Hereſy miſleads the town, 

That Whitfield Garrick does corrupt the age, 

And taints the ſound religion of the ſtage. 

Thou great infallible, forbear to roar; 

Thy bwls and errors are rever'd no more. 

Where doctrines meet with general approbation, 


It is not HEREsY but REFORMATION. 


SUSANNAH and the two ELDERS. By Mr. 
CoBB. 


WH EN fair Suſannah, in a cool retreat 
Oft ſhady arbors ſhung'd the ſulty heat, 


[ nar 7 
Two wanton letchers to her garden came, - 
And ruſhing furious, ſeized the trembling dame: 
What female ſtrength could do her arms pei- 
form, | 
And guarded well the fort they ſtrove to ſtorm. 
The ſtory's ancient, and (if rightly told) 
Young was the lady, but the lovers old. | 
Had the reverſe been true! had authors ſung, 
How that the dame was old, the lovers young, 
If ſhe had then the blooming pair deny'd, | 
With tempting youth and vigour on their ſide, 
Lord! how the ſtory. would have ſhock'd my 
creed! | 
For that had been a miracle indeed. 


On Miſs BIDDY FLOYD. By Dean SWIFT. 
W HEN Cupid did his grandſire Jove intreat 
1᷑' o form ſome beauty by a new receipt ;. 

Jode ſent and found, far in a country ſcene, 
ruth, innocence, good- nature, looks ſerene; 
From which ingredients firſt the dextrous boy 
Pick'd the demure, the aukward?} and the coy ; 
The graces from the court did next provide 
Breeding, and wit, and air, and decent pride; 
Theſe Venus cleans'd from ev'ry ſpurious grain 
Of nice, coquet, affected, pert, and vain; 
Jove mix'd up all; and his beſt clay employ'd, 
Then call'd the happy compoſition FLOYD. 


————— 2 _ 
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The artful Declaration: or, the Cuckold comfarted.. | 
From the French; | | 


INdulgent Cornus to his ſpouſe's labour, 
Having invited ev'ry uſeful neighbour, i 

With tears ſtood liſt'ning to her diſmal cries, ; 

Which ſhe obſerving, bade him wipe his eyes, 


/ 


= 
Your 8 this account, my dear, refrain, 
J can't charge you as author of my pain. 


To a SEMPSTRESS. 


O H, what boſom but muſt yield, 
When, like Pallas, you advance, 
With a thimble for your ſhield, 
And a needle for your lance ? 
Faireſt of the ftitching train, 
Eaſe my paſſion by your art; 
And in pity to my pain, 
Mend the hole that's in my heart. 


On ſeeing a young Lady accidentally break a Glaſs. By 
| her Brother. 


0 E E, ſiſter, in this ſhatter'd glaſs 
The fate of many a pretty laſs: 


Woman, like glaſs, is frail and weak, 


Is apt to lip, is apt to break: 

Therefore, guide every ſtep with caution, 
For juft like glaſs is reputation ; | 
Both broke to pieces in once falling, 

For ever loſt, and paſt recalling, 


MARTIAL, Lib. viii. Ep. 19. 
H AL fays he's poor, in hopes you'll ſay he's. 


not; 
But take his word for't; Hal's not worth a groat. 


| The DAN GL ER. 
CHamd with the empty. ſound of pompous; 


words, 
Carlo vouchſafes to dine with none but lords; 
While rank and titles all his thoughts employ, 


For theſe he barters every ſocial joy: 


199 
For theſe, what you and J ſincerely hate, 
He lives in form, and often ftarves in ſtate.— 
Carlo, enjoy thy peer] content to be 
Rather a flave to him than friend to me. 
Go, ſell the ſubſtance to retain the ſhow ; 
May you ſeem happy—whilſt Fm really ſo! 


The Txsr of MERIT: 
On the Earl of C——, 


6c 1 S this the man ſo fam'd for wit?“ 
Cries Bufe fam'd for wanting it; 

« This little man ſo thin and queer? 

4 Who'd take his lordſhip for a peer? 

His eyes indeed have ſomething ſprightly, 

« But ſure his perſon's far from fightly : 

6 They praiſe his ſpeeches and his jokes 

& He looks and talks like other folks.“ 
Thus Buße, puff'd with pride and fat, 

Still vents his ſpleen in frothy chat: 

More vers'd in butcher's meat than books, 

Enquires how fat or Jean one looks 

And ſagely, by mechanic rules, 

Deems men philoſophers or fools : 

His balance rais'd, with air profound, 


He weighs your merit—by the pound. 


MEpiTATIoN in a CoFFEE-Hovss.. 
In the Manner of Dr. Swift, 
F OR P- tt or B-te 
Let men diſpute, 
And wrangle e'er ſo long; 
© Whilſt party ſpite 
Thinks nothing right, 
Sure all are in the wrong! 
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On a Diſpats bau Dr. Radeliffe 100 Sir God- 
frey Kneller. 


8 IR Godfrey and Radcliff had one common way 


Into one common garden and each had a key. 
Quoth Kneller, & PII certainly ſtop up that door, 
« If ever I find it unlock'd any more.“ 

« Your threats, replies Radcliffe, diſturb not my 


eaſe; 

And, ſo you don't paint it, &en do what you 
pleaſe.” 

«© You're ſmart, rejoins Kneller ; but, ſay what 
you will, 


« I' zake nn thing From you—but potion or pill. 2 


The empty Gun. 


As Dick and Tom in fierce diſpute engage, 
1 And, face to face, the noiſy conteſt wage; 


Don't "cock your chin at me,” Dick ſmartly 


cries ; 
Fear not——his head's not charg'd,” a friend. 


_ 


HARDSHIP upon the LADIES; 
Or, the Drudgrey of Cards. 
By Swift. 
W HA 4 oy „ fair nymphs, your buſineſs is te 


*Tis hard La, ſh be buſy night and day. 


Why ſhould you want the privilege of men, 


Nor take ſome ſmall diverſion now and then! 
Had women been the makers of our laws, 


(And that they were _ I can ſee no cauſe) 
4 The 


I | 
The men ſhould drudge at cards from morn to night 3- [2 
And female pleaſure be to read and write. © ' 


The polite Caſuiſts. 
OUR fathers took oaths, as of old they did 


wives, 
To have and to hold for the term of their lives: 
But we take our oaths, like whores, for cur eaſe, 
And a whore and a rogue may part when they 


pleaſe, 


On a lender Collection for Charity at Bath. | 


8 O little given at the church- door! 

This people doubtleſs muſt be poor! | 
So much at gaming thrown away! | | 
No nation, ſure, fo rich as they.— 
Britons, *twere greatly for your glory, 
Should thoſe, who ſhall tranſmit your ſtory, 
T heir notions of your grandeur frame, 
Not as you give—but as you game. 


Written in a Lady's Sherlock upon Death. 
By Lord Ch—rf—ld. 


M IS TAK EN fair, lay Sherlock by, 
His doctrine is deceiving ; 
For whilſt he teaches us to die, 
He cheats us of our living. 
To die's a leſſon we ſhall know 
Too ſoon without a maſter ; 
Then let us only ſtudy now, 
How we may live the faſter. 
To live's to love, to bleſs be bleſs'd, 
With mutual inclination; 
Share then my ardour in your breaſt, 


And kindly meet my paſſion. 
T | . But 


| 66 - 
But, if if thus bleſs'd 1 may not live, 
And pity you deny; 
To me at leaſt your Sherlock give, 
Tis I muſt learn to die. 


The charitable Fair-one, 


PELINDA has ſuch wond'rous charms, 
Tis heaven to lie within her arms ; 

And ſhe's ſo charitably given, 

She wilder all mankind in heaven. 


Written on a Window, under a Vow againſt 
Matrimony. 


T HE lady who this reſolution took, 
Wrote it on glaſs to ſhew it might be broke. 


By Mr. N—g -t. 


1 Lov'd thee beautiful and kind, 

And plighted an eternal vow ; 
80 alter'd are thy face and mind, 
Twere perjury to love thee now. 


= 


On Love. 


LOVE i is begot by fancy, bred 

By ignorance by expectation fed; 
Deſtroy'd by knowledge, and, at beſt, 
Loſt in the moment, 'tis poſſeſs d. 


MARTIAL, Lib. i. Ep. 20. 


TEN mother Douglas firſt I knew, 
Four teeth in all ſhe reckon'd ; 
Comes a damn'd cough and whips out two, 
The other two were ſecond. 
Courage 


N L; 2. ] 
Courage, old dame, and do not fear 
The third, whene' er it comes; 
Give me but t' other jug of beer, 
And Tl ſecure your gums. 


Lib. iii. Ep. 61. 
By Mr. Hay. 
Is a mere nothing that you aſk, you cry; 
. T If you aſk nothing, nothing I deny. hs, 


Lib. vii. Ep. 7. | 
M ILO's from home, and, Milo being gone, 
His land bears nothing—but his wife a ſon. 
Why ſhe ſo fruitful, and ſo bare the field ? 
The land lay fallow—but the wife was till'd. 


MARTIAL, Lib. viii. Ep. 74. 


A Doctor lately was a captain made; 
It is a change of title, not of trade. 


From the French. 


'T EN months after. Florimel happen'd to wed, 

And was brought in a laudable manner to 
bed, 8 

She warbled her groans with ſo charming a voice, 

That one half of the pariſh was ſtunned with the 


noiſe ; 13 N 
But when Florimel choſe to lie privately in, 


Twelve months before ſhe and her ſpouſe were 


a kin, | | 
She choſe with ſuch prudence her pangs to conceal, 
That her nurſe, nay, ber midwife, ſcarce heard her 
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1 
Learn, huſbands, from hence for the peace of yeur 


lives, 
That maids make not half ſuch a tumult as wives. 


A prudent Choice. 


W HEN Loveleſs marry'd lady Jenny, 
Whoſe beauty was the ready penny; 

I choſe her, ſays he, like old plate, 

Not for the faſhion but the weight, 
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On Sir M—k W. vl. 


1E loſt my miſtreſs, horſe, and wife; 
But when I think on human life, 
Am glad it is no worſe ; 
My wife was ugly and a ſcold, 
My miſtreſs was grown lean and old ; 
I'm ſorry for my horſe. 


On one who made long Epitaphs. 
By Mr. Pope. 


F RIEND ! for your epitaphs I'm ak 'd, 
- Where ſtill ſo much is ſaid; : 
One half will never be believ'd, 

The other never read. 


On the Sign of the Sun, kept by Robin Hoar, near 


Oxford. 


Tuo. my nile is as honeſt, as no woman more, 

Yet ſhe tells me my ſun is the Sun of a Hoare : 
Indeed it's too true; for, when all's ſaid and done, 

I ne'er could get more than the /ign of a Sun. 


Ligh t= 
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Light finger d JACK. 


ACK, who thinks all his own that once he 
handles, 5 

1 practice- ſake purloin'd a pound of candles, 
Was taken in the fact: Ah! thoughtleſs wight ! 
To ſteal ſuch things as needs muſt come to light. 


On LoxD TEMPLE's Gardens, 


I T puzzles much the ſages brains, 
Where Eden ſtood of yore ; 

Some place it in Arabia's plains, 
Some ſay it is no more. 

But Cobham can theſe tales confute, 
As all the curious know; 

For he has prov'd beyond diſpute, 
That paradiſe is STow, | 


MarrTIaL, Lib. vii. Ep. 3. 1 


| Y.O U fay, you nothing owe: and fo I ay; 
| He only owes, who ſomething has to pay. 


The PARALLEL: 


Between the illuſtrious John Churchill, Duke of 
Marlborough, and the Rev. Charles Churchill, 


Poe. 


1 N Anna's war's immortal Churchill roſe, 
And, great in arms, ſubdu'd Britannia's foes : 

A greater Churchill, now demands our praiſe, 

And the palm yields to the poetic bays : 

Tho” John fought nobly at his army's head, 

And ſlew his thouſands with the balls of lead; 

Yet muſt the hero to the bard ſubmit, 


Who hurls unmatched the thunderbolts of wit. 
L CROESUS 


18 
CRoksus and Dio ENEs. 


TH E Lydian prince is blam'd for wealth alone, 
Tho” greater in his virtues than his throne z 
The Cynic churl is prais'd, of fame ſecure, * 
Tho' void of ev'ry grace but being poor: 
Nor wonder whence this partial judgment ſprings, 


Such creuds are envious, and ſo few are kings. 


On a fine Seat Unfiniſhed. 


W HEN llion roſe, to grace the fair deſign, 
The walls were built by architeAs divine; 


Neptune and Phœbus left their heavenly bow'rs, 
To form the bafiions, and erect the tow'rs. 


The WISH. By a young Lady. 


| I Aſk not wit, nor beauty do I crave, 
Nor wealth, nor pompous titles wiſh to have: 
But ſince *tis doom'd thro' all degrees of life, 
Whether a daughter, ſiſter, or a wife, 
That females ſhould the ſtronger males obey, 
And yield implicit to their lordly ſway ; 
Since this, I ſay, is every woman's fate, 
Give me a mind to ſuit my ſlaviſh ſtate, 


SYLVIA. 
$ RIES Sylvia to a rev'rend dean, 
What reaſon can be given, 

Since marriage is a holy thing, 

That there are none in Heaven? 
There are no women, he reply'd : 

She quick returns the jeſt— 
Women there are, but I'm afraid 

They cannot find a prieſt. | Pp 
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On the Derivation of the Mord News. 


F HE word explains itſelf without the Auſe, 
And the four letters ſpeak whence come the 
news : 
From North, Eaſt, W:/?, and South, ſolution's made, 
Lach quarter gives account of war and trade. 


On the Marriage of Miſs LA 4% Ar. Lion, wha 
from a great Rake became a /cber Huſband. | 


HAT love works miracles we find; 
Lo ! this event diſcovers ; 
An union of amazing kind! 
Who thought they'd e'er be lovers? 
Poſterity will think it ſtrange, 
Believe it all a ſham, 
When they are told the mighty change, 
That Lion ſports with Lamb. 
Farther, —how wond'rous *twill appear, 
Which many will ſay fie on, | 
When they with truth this ſtory hear, 
A Lamb has tam'd a Lion, 


The Progreſs of Love. 


PEneath the myrtle's ſecret ſhade, 
When Delia bleſt my eyes; 
At firſt I'view'd the lovely maid, 
In ſilent ſoft ſurprize. 
In trembling voice and anxious mind, 
I fofily whiſper'd love | 
She bluſh'd a ſmile ſo ſweetly kind 
Did all my fears remove. 
Her lovely yielding form I preſt, 
Sweet maddening kiſſes ſtole : 
As ſoon her ſwimming eyes confeſt 


The wiſhes of her ſoul. 
L 2 


1 


In wild tumultuous bliſs 1 cry'd, 
Oh! Delia now be kind! 
She preſs'd me cloſe, and with a ſigh, 


To melting joys reſign'd. 


The various Humours of Mankind. 


o IVE me a charming laſs, young Rath cries, 
LF [know no happineſs, but love's ſweet joys, 
Give me the bottle, ſays the red fac'd ſot, 

Damn whores, they are not worth a ſingle pot. 
For HFligbis and Similies the poet raves; 

The learn'd philoſopher true knowledge craves; 
The parſom for a benefice lays wait; 

The proud man covets to be rich and great. 

The lover courts to gain a bliſsful ſpat, 

And nice Sir Courtly wants — he knows not what, 
The ſoldier loves to conquer, when he figtits, 
And inſthe p/under of the town delights. 
The 1u/tful matron ſeeks a ftrong gallant, 

The ripe young virgin does a huſband want. 

But I, poor 1, want ev'ry thing by turns, 
Except a ſcolding wife, and cuckolds horns. 


On a bad AUTHOR. 


W HIL E faſter than his coſtive brain indites, 
Philo's quick hand in flowing letters writes, 

His caſe appears to me like honeſt Teague's, 
When he was ran away with by his legs. 

Ye Gods, give Philo o'er himſelf command; 
Quicken his ſenſes, or reſtrain his hand: 
Let him be kept from paper, pen, and ink ; 
So may he ceaſe to write, and learn to think. 


Spoken 


L 


| Spoken by a Servant Maid in the Church doing Penance 


for defaming her Miſtreſs. 


H ERE do I ſtand according to law, 

Compell'd to deny what both mine eyes ſaw, 
His breeches were down, her belly was bare, 
I he did nothing, what did he do there? 


Spoken extempore by a Seaman, on his Comrade, that 
was ſhot in an Engagement, and flung over- board. 


] Ntomb' d within a liquid wave, 

Lies honeſt Philip, once ſo brave: 
Such men as him the king has need of, 
.Pox take the ball that ſhot his head off ' 
And ſent at once his brawny crupper, 
To give ſome greedy ſhark a ſupper. 
Fire |! my lads, by all that's good, 
We'll fight till we revenge his blood! 
It never ſhall be ſaid but we, - 
To one we loſe, will knock down three. 


Ona Man that chaatd himſelf witha Bit of new Bread. 


many folks it has been ſaid, 

The only ſtaff of life is bread : 
How could it then ſtop Simon's breath, 
And give him o'er to icy death; 

One little morſe] prov'd his laſt, 

Which he devour'd in ſo much haſte, 
That angry death in paſſion ſwore, 
He ne'er ſhould ſwallow one bit more.“ 


On a Lady who was very handſome 0 very rind, 


HELOE's the wonder of her ſex, 
*Tis well her heart is tender; 
How might ſuch killing eyes perplex, 
With virtue to defend her! 
L 3 But 
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But nature, graciouſly inclin'd, 
Not beat to vex, but pleaſe us, 
Has to her boundlefs beauty join'd 
51 A boundleſs will to eaſe us. 
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Two Millers of Mancheſter wanting all the Inbabi- 
tants to grind Coin at their Mill, tho“ they were not 
able to ſupply half the Town, occaſtoned the following 

ines 

B ONE and SKIN, two millers thin, 

Would ſtarve us all, or near it, 

But be it known to Sin and Bone, 


That fleſb and blood can't bear it, 
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On a certain Poet. 


E HY verſes are eternal, O my friend ! 
For he who reads them, reads them to no end. 


On ſeeing a MER at Spring-Gardens. 


M USIC has charms to ſooth a ſavage breaſt, 
To calm the tyrant, and relicve th' oppreſt: 
But Vauxhall's concert's more attracting pow'r, 
Unlock'd Sir Richard's pocket at threefcore - 
Oh! ſtrange effect of mulic's metchleſs force, 
T'attract a ſhilling from a miſer's purſe ! 


A DISTICH, written under the /ign of the King's- 
Head and Bell in DUBLIN, at the Hoſts requeſt. 
By Dean SWIFT. | 


M AY the king live long; 
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Dong, ding, ding, dong. 
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To a Lady robo had very bad Teeth, 


VID, who bid's the ladies laugh, 
Spoke only to the young and fair 
For thee his counſel were not ſafe, | 
Who of ſound teeth have ſcarce a pair. 


Tf thou the glaſs or me believe, 
Shun mirth as foplings do the wind; 
At Cibber's face affect to grieve, 
| And let thy eyes alone be kind. 


Speak not, tho' twere to give conſent, 
For he that ſees thoſe rotten bones, 
Will dread their monumental ſcent, 
And fly your ſighs like dying groans. 


If thou art wiſe, ſee diſmal plays, 
And to ſad ſtories lend thy ear; 
With the afflicted ſpend thy days, 


And laugh not above once a year. 


A cure for Lovk. 


F two reliefs to cure a love- ſick mind. Y 

Flava preſcribes deſpair, I urge, be kind =O 
Flawia, be kind ; the remedy's as ſure, | J 
Tis the moſt pleaſant and quickeſt cure. 


On an old Maid's Marriage, 


C ELIA, a coquet in her prime, 
- The vaineſt fickleft thing alive 

Behold the ſtrange effects of time 
Marries and doats at forty-five. 
Thus weather-cocks who for a while 
Have turn'd about with every blaſt; 
Grown old and deſtitute of oil, | | 
Ruſt to a point, and fix at laft. 
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Under the Picture of a Beau. 


T HTS vain thing ſet up for a man, 
But ſee what fate attends him: 

The powd'ring barber firſt began, 
The barber-ſurgeon ends him. 


On a Gentleman drinking the Health of an unkind 

ES . Miſtreſs. : | 

W HY do'ſt thou wiſh that ſhe may live, 
Whole living beauties make thee grieve ; 


Thou would'ſt more wiſely wiſh her ind, 


That ſhe may change her cruel mind; 
Thy preſent wiſh but this can gain 
That ſhe may live, and you complain. 


On a PRIzZE-FIGHTER. 


1 IS thruſts like lightning flew, yet ſubtle death 
Parried them all, and beat him out of breath. 


The PENANCE, 


W HEN Phillis confeſs'd, the father was raſh, 
And ſo without farther reflection, | 
Her delicate {kin he condemn'd to the laſh, 
While himſelf would beſtow the correction : 
Her huſband who heard this, oppos'd it by urging, 
That he in regard to her weakneſs, 
And to ſave her ſoft back, would himſelf bear the 
ſcourging, | N 
With humble ſubmiſſion and meekneſs. 
She piouſly cry'd, when the prieſt gave accord, 
To ſhew what devotion was in her, 
He's able and luſty, pray cheat not the Lord, 
For, alas! I'm a very great ſinner. 4 
7 
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On a WELCHMANC 


A Felcbman coming late into an inn, 3 
Aſk'd the maid what meat there was within? 


Cow heels, ſhe anſwer'd, and a breaſt of mutton : 
But, quoth the Melehman, ſince I am no glutton, 
Either of theſe ſhall ſerve, To- night the breaſt, 
The heels i'the morning, then light meat is beſt 3 
At night he took the breaſt, and did not pay, 

J th' morning took his Heels, and ran away. 


The Children of Iſrael's Paſſage out of Egypt. 
HEN Iſrael's flock th Egyptian king purſu'd, 
In chryſtal walls the wand'ring waters ſtood, 
When thro? the dreary waſte they took their way, 
The rocks grew liquid, and pour'd forth a ſea. 


What limits can Almighty goodneſs know, 
Since ſeas can harden,—and ſince rocks can flow? 


On à Gentleman who died a Day after his Lady. 


Sg HE firſt departed ; he for one day try'd 
To live without her; lik'd it not, anddy'd. 


Pinn'd to a Sheet, in which a Woman flood io do Pes 
nance in the Church. 


H ERE ſtand I, for whores as great 

' Too caſt a ſcotnful eye on; 
Should each whore here be doom'd a ſheet, 
You'd ſoon want one to lie on. 


The Fate of Poetry, + 


GEVEN wealthy towns contend for Homer dead, 
Thro' which the /iving Homer begg'd his bread, 
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Man who in Egypt 2s ſold as a ſlave 
A ſage who the am H hies did crave z 

A creature that's found of t infinite uſe, 
And what many ſinners oft meat with abuſe; 
A tree in Old England who timber we prize, 
And on what the chief part of Britain relies; 
TY initials of theſe ſelected with care, 
The name of a beautiful girl will declare, 
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AN idol eſteem'd by the Saxons in war, 
And a liquid which tells our minds, tho” afar; 
A paſſion productive of both good and bad, 
And an engine by which many things can be had; 
An infernal deity, father of night, 
And that which ſupplies this great globe with light: 
The initials connected will tell you the name, 
Of a man much eſteem'd for his patriot fame, 


A King reſtor'd by art from age to youth; 

An Eunuch who vanquiſh'd the Goths; 
Three ſiſters who had but one eye and one tooth, 
The patroneſs of thieves or of ſots. 

A virgin for poetry and phyloſophy fam'd ; 

. . Thelaftking who Ayſſria did rule; 

A beaſt for his ſwiftneſs doth greatly exceed 

The camel, the afs, or the mule : - 

The initials conjoin, and J dare lay my life, 

They will point out a maid that will make a good 
wife. | 
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On litth STEPHEN, à noted Fidler in the County 7 
Suffolk. 


8 TEPHEN and Time 
Are now both even ; 


Stephen beat Time, 
Now Time beats Stephen. 


On a very indolent Man: 


TJ ERE lies Jahn Meyers—reacer, ſtay, 
And, if 3 can'ſt, pray weep, 
Who doz'd an idle life away, 
And then fell faſt aſleep. 


In Nottingham Church-Yard. 


H ERE lies the body of Fohn Day, 
What young John? Old Jon? Aye, | 


Another in the ſame Church-yard. 


93 OM Brown lies bury'd here, 
Aged four and twenty year, 

And near this place his father lies, 

Alſo his mother when ſhe dies. 


On MARY CRESWELDmy— = 
- 


U Nderneath this ſtone lies one, 
Whom many times I've lain upon; 
P've kiſs d her fitting, ſtanding, lying, 
When ſhe riſes again, have at her — 
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On a certain Nobleman, who died by taking Can - 
| tharides. 


H ERE old Grubbinol lies, 
— Upon very odd terms; 
Firſt a prey to the flies, | 
7 Now a prey to the worms. | 
Let thoſe that grieve for him not wonder he's flown, 


For the carcaſe muſt rot when the fleſh is fly-blown, 


Yet this may be ſaid in his praiſe, 
Tho' death, cruel death, from us tore him, 
He died, endeavouring to raiſe 
His j7:end who was dead long before him. 


On CHLoE, 


H ERE Chloe lies | 
Whoſe once bright eyes 
Set all the world on fire; 
And not to be 
Ungrateful, ſhe 
Did all the world admire. 


On a Man and his WIFE, 


H ERE lies honeſt Strephon with Mary his bride, 
Who merrily liv'd, and cheerfully dy'd ; 
They laugh'd, and they lov'd, and drank while they 


were able, | 


. Dy But now they are forc'd to knock under the table, 
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